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Louis Althusser has attracted considerable attention by proposing 

a modernistic 'structuralist" interpretation of Marx, Of the new 
categories he introduces, the most central and provocative is ‘over- 
determination’, However, the full ramifications of Althusser’s approach 
vis-a-vis certain tenets of classical Marxism, such as the base/super- 
structure relation, have yet to be fully explored. The thesis shows 
that, while refocussing attention of the subconscious as a crucial 
element of history for Marx, Althusser changes its role so that his 
system points towards totalitarianisn, in effect framing the subconscious 
within whole new conceptions of science and man that are alien to Marx, 
The issue at stake is whether the subconscious Marx referred to is, as 

thusser claims, the domain of Althusser's structural causality, or 
instead a nistorical condition of mystification and oppression, to be 
abolished after capitalism of man's alienation from his species-being, 
It is argued that Althusser's interpretation must te denied because 
4) the newly forged tools of science turn out to be metaphysical rather 
than scientific and hence not useful; 2) by abandoning Marx's science 


of history, Althusser has lost Marx's revolutionary insights. 
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5 When the present ruling class was hegemonic, liberal governments 
offered to their peoples an optimistic view of the future, It ae 
future anticipated as progressive enlightenment and, in pace, gradual 
but steady improvement of the standard of living behind the banners of 

a policy cf development and reform, Now we are jolted by the Club of 
Rome who, in their prestigious and widely circulated The Limits 40° 
Growth, claim to have found finite limits to the sort of future we 

have been cheerrully looking to, linits which we are rapidiy approaching. 


On the other side of this continuous, gradual development they see a 


decline and possible collapse of civilization, 


The task of anticipating the future has recently blossomed into 
a thriving new demonology, It is nearing the point where it becomes 
only a question of which horror--energy crisis or food crisis; death 
of the biosphere or death of the oceans; overpopulation or wastages, 
greei and corruption; whether nuclear proliferation and holocaust or 


. 


instead leaks and accidents from the increased reliance on nuclear 
power stations, not to mention many more--is the first horseman in the 
apocalyptic hosts rushing down upon us to do us in, Alvin Toffler's 
Future Shock, while less of a political economy, it heavily embued with 
the same gloomy aura: a future characterized by ever accelerating 
change and a comparatively decreasing human ability to cope as change 


telescopes into ever shorter time sequences, Richard Heilbronner feels 


that no one is in charge or at all equippei to deal with the problems 
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threatening us, from terror by armed gangs at the local service station 
to losing one's job, His thought leads him to the prospect of a new 
authoritarianism, Meanwhile one of the most serious international 


capitalist crises ever continues to deepen, 


Governments are desperately trying to keep the lid on inflation 
and unemployment and are spending far beyond their means, Yet the new 
"stagflation', defying neo-classical economic explanation, shows 
governments to not even be marking time. The huge monopolies seem 
animated more than ever by one single impetus: to grab the loot and 
run, renouncing even the facade of any widespread reinvestment and 
development that could meaningfully improve quality and economy of 
available goods and services, Foreign corres float. Banks 
speculate on the money markets into the billions and several large 
banks have recently failed, Except for Milton Friedman, epitaph for 
18th century capitalism, gone is the old optimism, What is replacing 
the old work ethic (may it rest in peace) and the old optimism when ‘it is 
cut off by the gloomy clouds assembling on our horizons? Well, a fast 
buck can be made on the burgeoning depravity trade, viz., the inane but 
unconscionable decadence of A Clockwork Orange, or fhe rock opera Tommy, 
or the depravity of Alice Cooper, One may be overcome with a messianic 
gloom, or else become Ifills' "“crack-pot realist" who blinds himself to 
every outrage, averts his face and learns to condone, and attempts to 
get as much of the goodies while the getting is good, The other alter- 
natives seem to be preparation for an inevitable terror of either the 
right or left as tolerance and reason become luxuries that break down 


under increasing stresses upon the social order as the capitalist crisis 
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deepens. And if armed action, where it is unavoidable, is not limited 
by the principles of a social order higher than the one it wishes to 
end, leftist nihilism will be indistinguishable from the rightist, The 
most pressing task for political theory today, it seems to me, is the 


elucidation of the principles of a higher social order. 


It is neither within my ability nor my purpose to announce here 
that the first stages of the finei collapse are now upon us, I sub- 
soiree to the words of Solomon, who said that man, like the fish and 
the birds, "also knoweth not his time, until he is ensnared when it 
falleth suddenly upon him". Yet I see no reason for doubting the 
validity of the many scientifically reputable prophecies of doom, I 
accept them: as sage warnings against continuing our present way of 
life, though by no means as a thorough unravelling of the process 


known as fate nor a solid foretellings of inevitable events, 


It should be noted, and more than in passing, that the current 
doomsd2y predictions have, in numerous respects, been predated by the 
work of Karl Marx and by many subsequent contributors to the Marxist 
tradition, Two veritable landmarks on the theory of the capitalist 
collapse Srerens works of the young Lukacs, which rose in response to 
emerging issues in the historical environment that preceded the Great 
Depression, and Rosa Luxembourg's essays which anticipated, several 
decades ahead of time, World War II, Marxists base their futurology on 
a theoretical analysis of the dialectic, which is to say the process 
itself, of capitalist production which cannot be understood through 


analytical logic alone but only as dialectical social relations, From 
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a study of this process, and indeed from the dialectical logic abstrat- 
ed from it though in a very partial way, some of the shape of an 
emerging higher alternative can be seen, When today we take into 
account both the recent futurologies and the Marxist literature, all 
that remains relatively certain is that the sometimes approaching, 
sometimes receding but eventual “showdown between fatality and will", 
as Carl Oglesby puts it, inherent in an inexorably ongeing yet fatally 
contradictory social system, once again looms closer on the historical 


agenda, 


It is my purpose, thougn it remains to be seen whether it is 
within my ability, to elaborate, on the other side of despair and 
dread, some concepts and principles to be part of the higher social 
practice, tools whereby the future may be seen as other than depressing, 
Survival, it seems to me, requires options capable of awakening our 
aspirations, yet thoroughly realistic options derived from a study of 
the process itself, In the approaching end of a world-age lies the 
possibility, though as yet by no means the certainty, of ridding 
humanity of some of its age-long fetters, To serve this task, it has 
been necessary to enter the current Ilarxist aetave aot to come to 
grips with the overshadowing presence of Louis Althusser, Although 
most of the thesis is taken up in a dispute with Althusser's concept- 
ions of science and knowledge, the intent has been to use the critique 
of Althusser as a springboard into showing what Marx offers us in the 
way of a prudent, measured hope for the future: why we must intelligent- 
ly cast our lots with radical social change, 

My critique of Althusser can be more or less summed up in a single 
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paragraph. I show that Althusser's version of Marxism offers a 
strategic science of historical situation, Althusser attempts to 
pinpoint when and where the Communist revolution will break out, When 
Althusser's intentions for science are tempered by amounts of modesty 
sufficient to subdue his cosmic fatalism and its false asic tinal: 

his science of Revolution may be seen to contain certain concepts, 

such as ‘overdetermination', which may have some use as social science 
models, However, Althusser is resolutely against social science and 
against all models which he rejects as empiricist and thus ideological, 
His overdetermination, taken further and framed within Althusser's 
intended deterministic science of the quality and sequence of historical 
events, bogs down utterly. Yet ese: Ha torire Althusser's whole program 
is throughout directed by a dim i vareeesct and an impatience to grasp 
the shape of the world-shaking revolution Marx spoke of and that as well 
finds reflection in the very design of Marx's system, The perennial 


question: what did Marx really say? 


I take the view, from Martin Nicolaus, that the height of Marx's 
science is "his theory of capitalism from the origins to the break- 
down" ("The Unknown Marx", New Left Reader, p. 37), es discovered 
the general laws of the capitalist process which hold in general 
regardless of capitalist country, Dealing .with the life of the form of 
an epoch and thus, borrowing Althusser's phrase, with a ‘deep space’, 
Marxist science does not and cannot, contrary to what Althusser 
maintains, provide a science of situation for placing specific content 
according to when this or that event--including Revolution--will happen 


in this or that country. In short, Marxist science specifies the 
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content of the base, which is to say, Marxist sclence specifies but the . 
form of the superstructure. Only in this way can Marxist science speak 
of a deterministic content to history upon which predictions of in- | 
evitable fate can be made, and only in this sense is the superstructure 
determined by the base. By giving specific superstructural form, Marxist 
science does not give pee eee superstructurai centent, which Sartre says 


we can only later view "retrogressively' as real history. 


Yet by dealing with the origins ae the breakdown of a whole forn 
of social life, form itself becomes historical, viewed as historical 
content at the level of epochs and periods, This is decisive, for it 
means that Marx's vision pointed to the possibility of qualitatively 
new parameters of human experience, determined and formulated by society 
as a whole during a period of revolution, leading to the determination 
of a whole new content within the space-time realm in which we live, 

My effort, it is succeeds, will have been to specify more clearly 
the form of the one liberating option possible. Though this Sacto ZS 
still little more than the faintest glimmering of a hope, in struggl- 


ing towards it a possibility can become more of a probability, 
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Page 12, note 7 should read as note 8 on page 13. 


Page 135, note 8 should read Karl Marx and Frederick 


Engels, The German Ideology (Moscow: Progress 
Publishers, 1968), ppe 6-7. 


Page 26, note 32 should read FM, p. 207. For a con- 
trasting view see Karl Marx, "Russia's Pattern of 


Development" in Basic Writings on Politics and 
Philosophy. Lewis S,. Feuer editor (New York: 


Anchor Books, 1959), ppe 440-1. 


Pages 113 and 114 are numbered in reverse order. 
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This thesis is concerned with the question of the proper domain of 


causality and prediction for Marx's science of pce The contribution 


of Louis Althusser will be critically examined and an alternative answer 
will be postulated, ; 
Louis Althusser was born in Algeria in 1918 and took his degree in 
philosophy from the Ecole Normale Superiewre in 1948, In‘that year he 
joined the French Communist Party and began a teaching career with his 
Alma Mater, Since then he has become Serene of the School, also 


rising to the position of chief pnilosopher to the French Party, The 


first view of his philosophical position to appear in book form was 


Pour Marx 1965 (For Marx, 1969), followed by his most systemati 
statement, Lire le Capital in 1968 (Reading ing, Gapical, 1970). These two 


works mark the construction of cab i system and are of principal 
interest for the purposes of this Thesis. 

Althusser's precursors are to be found in the Ivalian school of 
Marxism founded and inspired by Galvano Della Voipe, This school, 
contrary to the writings of the young Lukacs and the dominant trends of 
western Marxism, was hostile to the influence of Hegel upon Marxism, 
Della Yolpe's first major work, Hegel Romantico e Mistico (1929) 
portrayed Hegel's roots as consisting in cervain ee on ee and 
romantic currents of German culture, Della Volpe's pupil, Lucio 
Colletti, took up the attack against Hegel forty years we: with his 
II Marxismo e Hezel, This followed Della poineae only major work after 
World War II, Logica come Scienza Positiva (1950) which proposed thre 
oppositions: Plato/Aristotle, Vico/Galileo, Hegel/Marx, arguing that 


the latter in each case was the founder of 4 New: positive -science, 
} 


Althussex's project is animated by an intense interest in the 
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Marx/Hegel relation, His For Marx is polemical in this regard, charging 
most commentators with seeing an essential continuity of development 
in Marx's position from the i844 Paris I'anuseripts through Capital, 


thereby interpreting Capital, the achieved science, within the Hegelian 


framework Althusser claims dominates Marx's early writings, For Marx 
insists that a radical rupture ("epistemological break") tock place 
withig Marx's writings, in 1845, with The German Ideology, 

Subsequent to the appearance of For Marx and the writing of Read- 
ing Capital in 1965, the 1939 German edition of Marx's Grundrisse der 
Kritik der politischen Oxonomie (1859) was translated into the French. 
With the Grundrisse, markedly indebted to degel throughout its over 
800 pages, Marx himself claimed to have cast the outline for his Capital, 
In this connection, it is interesting that Althusser's subsequent works 
claim the decisive break to have occurred Somer ine after 1845 and that 
the ‘break is, moreover, difficult to place, Sitee Reading Capital, 
Althusser's writings are, in the main, political and ideological 
clarifications and rejoinders for his view of class struggle. Nonethe- 
less, the topic of "theoretical revolutions" continues to enjoy a broad 
appeal, encompassing fields beyond Althusser's interest in Marxist 
science, The main debate is centered in the philosophy of science 


around Karl Popper's The Logic of Scientific Discovery (1959), Thomas 


Kuhn's The Structuxe of Scientific Revolutions (1962), Paul Feyerabend's 
2 weructiube OF scientific Revolutions 


eriticisms of empiricisn, 
On the political scene at the time of For Marx, the Twenty Second 


Party Congress had denounced Stalin, As Althusser stresses in his 


Introduction to the English edition of For ifarx, beside the Marx/Hegel 
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relation another current within Althusser's system has been his attempt 
to come to terms with the Stalin phenomena, The (de-Hegelianized) 
concepts and techniques of Marxist Pictie are used in this regard in 
"Contradiction and Overdetermination", For Marx, Beginning in the 

tter essay of For Marx, Althusser completes the elaboration of the 
eee of Marxist science with Reading Capital, The main outlines 
of the system are as follows, 

Althusser claims that scientific Marxism contains no theory of 
generic human nature, nor is Marxism founded upon any implicit or 
explicit value structure, Althusser sees the rupture between Hegel and 
Marx as involving a rupture between humanist historicism and scientific 
theory. Marxist science does not see the historical process as the 
result of decisions constantly made and not made by empirical individuals, 
who thereby can not lay claim to being the subjects of history, Empiric- 
ism as Hegelian idealism constitutes a block to the creation of scientific 
knowledge. The object of Capital, Althusser declares, is an objective 
whole and the product of thinking. The constructed categories take the 
place of visible individuals as proper elements and governors of 
history. ‘Some of these categories are: relations of production, 
productive forces, exchange-value, Aon eee aes takes 
“social practice", without Hegel, to mean various “practices", or 
"deep structures" of production which, taken bogether, constitute the 
relations of production of a global structure of society, Althusser's 
Global totality is "decentered" (whi le the Hegelian totality is 
"centered") as it presupposes various "relatively autonomous" struct- 
ures and superstructures with their own arenas and times of develop= 


ment. Within.structural causality there are dominant elements, and 
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none matches the other in its development, 

Althusser rejects Hegelian continuous time and the centrality of 
the Idea governing all development, which is characteristic of the 
Hegelian “expressive” totality. Similarily, Stalinism is not caused by 
a central idea common to the whole Marxist view but is rather a 
development within a partially autonomous structure, according to the 
determination of its inner time of development, is disjointed from the 
rest of the structures, This uneveness of structures Althusser calls 
"overdetermination"; operative in a revolutionary rejuggling of the 
elements of dominance, it is possible that a structure may return to an 
earlier time, Althusser attempts to understand structural causes 
beyond our knowledge and will which yield the terrible events that from 
time to time collectively befall us. The notion of a hidden dimension 
crucial in determining our lived reality is in some sense similar to 
Freud's notion of the subconscious, only carried to the level of the 
historical process, 

Along with 2 host of others, Colletti has openly broken with 
Althusser, charging Althusser with having perpetuated certain Stalinist 
views of man and history, At the end of this Introduction, I will 
Errante to show what seems to be at stake in the Aiaree that Althusser 
4s a Stalinist. On the positive side, insofar as he is claiming that 
individuals, living together in society but thinking and acting 
automistically and selfishly, do not consciously make history then 
Althusser seems to have a point, Along with attempting to determine the 
proper domain of causality and prediction for Marx's science of history, 
{ncluded will be the attempt to deal with the problem of a hidden 
global structure, We will be dealing with the problem of theoretical 


breakthrough as a problem of conscious class struggle, 
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The problem will be dealt with as follows: I begin by assuming, 
with Althusser, that Karl Marx founded the science cf history, our still 
unfinished task today being the full explication and clarification of 
this science, inclucing a statement of the significance, meaning and 
role of a science of history to human affairs. Marx's science is taken 
as the invariant norm rather than being assessed against an abstract 
model of science for two reasons, The question of what Marx said is 
still a much debated issue; what Marx said involved a breakthrough in 
science, the nature of the breakthrough being at stake, This thesis is 
an exercise in both the "philosophy of historical science" and in 


“historical science", 
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Before turning to the question of Marx's grea 
mandatory of me to clarify my usage of the terms "Marxist historical 
science" and "Marxist philosophy of historical science", After 
stating my criteria of interpretation within philosophy, I shall brief- 
ly argue for my definitions and cite their origins within the Marxist 


literature, ‘Where necessay, I shall contrast my usages from Althusser's, 


THS UNITY of THEORY AND PRACTICS VS THEORETICAL PRACTICE 


By "Marxist science" I mean both factual statements about society 
capable of being declared either true or faise as well as all refine- 
ments and further elucidations ef the social categories through the 
use of the science, This is a science of the motion of society. Its 
pronour: ements on that motion miy be falsified or verified according oO 
evidence given by the social phenomena in question, The categories of 
this science are social categories, indicating a parallel between the 


knowing and the known, The link is human practice, The social 
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phenomena in question are defined by human interests. To the extent that 
science correctly specifies causes of disagreeable phenomena, phenomena 
made and perpetuated by human action are also amenable to be changed, 

In this way, Marxist theory is linked to practice. Karl Korsch believes 
Marxist science to be founded on the “unity of theory-and practice", 
According to Korsch, Karl Marx did not: 


create the proletarian class movement, Nor did he 
create the class consciousness of the proletariat, 
But he did create the appropriate theoretically 
scientific expression for the new consciousness of 
the proletarian class, and with it, at the same 
time, lifted proletarian class consciousness onto 
a higher plane of existence, The transformation 
of the ‘spontaneous’ class viavs of the proletariat 
into theoretical concepts and theorems, and the 
mightly construction of the system of ‘scientific 
socialism’ out of all these theoretical laws, must 
not--be viewed as a merely possive ‘reflection’ 

of the real historical movement of the proletariat, 
Instead, it forms an essential element of this 
real historical process itself, The historical 
movement of the proletariat could become neither 
*independent' nor ‘unified’ without the formation 
of an erdgpendout and unified proletarian class 
consciousness, 


It 4s always much easier to disprove part or all of a theory than. 
to claim actually to have proved it. How can the status of Marxism 
as a scientific social theory be proved? If we maintain that the 
erection of theory follows certain human interests which must then be 
settled in praxis, Marxism, as the science of capitalism and thus of a 
"deep space’, which is to say Marxism is based on social interests 
that persist at the epochal level, can only be totally proved at the 
close of that epoch, We could then see whether Marxism correctly 


described the death throes it maintained are inherent in capitalism's 


* Karl Korsch, Marxism and Philosophy quoted in Alfred G, Meyer, 
(Michigans 


1 
The Unity of Theory and Practice Ann Arbor Paperbacks, 1963). 
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dynamic, and also whether the interests upon which Marxism is based 
within capitalism are able to be resolved after the Marxist analysis. 
In the meantime, as Marxism helps to organize and understand our 
experience, the effects of Marxism upon social practice can begin to 
be studied as a moment of the unity of theory and practice. The way 
man changes the world conditions the social categories whereby he 
interprets the world since:. 

man is a self-conscious being; he becomes 

conscious of his activity, and does so by 

elaborating a set of concepts by which he 

can count for the world around him and for 

his life. But in each situation, that set 

of concepts will be developed which most 

adequately expresses the human condition, 

that is to say, the priveleged forms of 

activity of the time. And since the 

latter changes through history, the former 

changes also, 

Through social practice, Marxism can be 'falsified", or over- 
thrown, in two ways, In the first case, statements that Marxism 
makes about society may be wrong, in which case we will suffer for 
it through a faulty practice, If Marxism is disproved here, we need 
not worry about the second sort of overthrow for Marxism, Yet if 
Marxism is not overthrown in social practice against capitalsin, 
through an effective social practice that escapes capitalist contain- 
ment and cooptation we can so dramatically change the society that the 
science was the knowledge of as to render the science obsolete. 


Marxism is in this sense a truly dialectical social science: the 


knowledge conditions for its total proof are at the same time the 


ee Charles Taylor, "Marxism and Empiricism" in Bernard Williams 
and Alan Montefiore Editors, British Analytical Philosophy. Inter- 
national Library of Philosophy and Scientific Method (London: 
Routlege and Kegan Paul, 1966), p. 232, 
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social conditions of the overthrow of the social categories of 
capitalism upon which the science is based. If proved, then a whole 
new world must be constructed in accord with the science's values 
and logical structure, However, more of this later, 

The preceding definitional statements, being about Marxist science 
rather than descriptive of the social object of science, are themselves 
to be classified as philosophical statements. Before the further 
elaboration of what is meant by "Marxist philosophy", it is necessary 
to first compare and contrast the above definition of Marxist science 
with Althusser's usage of the term, and show how it leads into 
Althusser's conception of philosophy, 

For Althusser, a statement capable of being catalogued as an 
example of Marxist science would be only an application of tne science, 
Scientific statements are only those that may be said to give 
“positive Knowledge of the human world and of its practical 
transformation" ,” All those statements specifying the categories of 
science, which I have included within science, are by Althusser 
labelled Marxist philosophy (of science). Althusser's Marxist 
philosophy is to be "the theory of science and of the history of science". 
Accompanying the advent of Marxist science, Marxist philosophy is at 
the same time to be a separate discourse, 

By founding the theory of history (historical 


materialism), Marx..,established 4 new phil- 
osophy (dialectical materialism).? 


3 Louis Althusser, For Marx (New York: Penguin Press, 1969), 
p. 229. Hereinafter referred to as Fil, 


#3 7s pa he 
oe Louis Althusser and Etienne Balibar, Reading Capital (London: 


New Left Books, 1970), p. 145. Hereinafter referred to as 2C, 
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Whether explicitly articulated as a disctinct philosophy or left to 
function implicitly in all that is genuinely scientific in Marx's 
mature work, Althusser claims that the role of this philosophy is to 
generate the concepts to be used in scientific analysis: 

»eethe knowledge of a real object is not reached 

by contact with the concrete but by the product- 

ion of the concevt of the object (in the sense 

of object of knowledge) as the gbsolute condition 

of its theoretical possibility. 
I agree with Althusser that philosophy is separate from science, 
tpeuch I do not agree that the tools and procedures of science are | 
philosophy. JI shall mean by "Marxist philosophy" those statements 
concerned with demarcating the nature and limits of scientific 
knowledge as distinct from philosophical knowledge. This is the only 
epistemological function I grant Marxist: philosophy over Marxist 
science, Whereas Marxist science, as I have defined it, means people 
concerned with practical kmowledge of society, questions extraneous to 
the concerns of science can only be taken up philosophically. 

However, not all philosophical concerns of this sort can be called 
Marxist. Non-Marxist philosophical concerns of today would be questions 
of the sort as to whether the soul is immortal, though this is not to 
rule out the possibility of, at a later date, it becoming a concern of 
science, 

Where the epistemological task of Marxist philosophy is to clarify 
the science/philosophy boundary, philosophy indicates the types of 
concerns between science and philosophy that can only be solved 


through practical-creative activity, by risking failure and trying. 
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This is ultimately to assert the irreducible necessity of practice 
to theory. A world without practice would be absurd for not only 
would man know nothing, he could not exist in the world, By assert- 
ing the irreducible necessity of theory to pemetiee, Marxist philosophy 
gives realization that the historical world AS man-made, By defending 
the transcendant nature of human intelligence and creativity against 
the positivist trend to reduce man in his totality to that which 
factually is at any point in time, Marxist philosophy, in the hands 
of those who risk themselves, is as well an ethical tool used to 
oppose that which is, But it is no abstract, artificial ethics. 

In pointing to what science has shown, philosophy helps to make 
positive and real the only open avenue in a contradictory and col- 
lapsing social order. Yet as the carrier of new needs which have 


become vital, philosophy must also be viewed as distinct from the 


knowledge of what is, from science, and as transcendance, If history is 


the one true temporal home of man and the scene of his development and 
fulfilment through his labor, then the new symbols and ideas rushing 
through philosophy must be both felt and seen as what is required to 
abort the approaching collapse of civilization and, at the same time, 
provide for the enlarged mental and emotional development of human 
experience. Put another way, if we are what we do such that we make 
ourselves only by making and enlarging our world, then to understand 
history and to change it is to find out nore’ of ourselves, This is 
because truth in the unity of theory and practice, in dialectics, can 
only be determined within the subject-object of totality, Dialectical 


knowledge understands persons--you and me--within our history as 


parts of the problem and also potentially of the solution, While 
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positivism attempts an exemption from the flux and tension of history 
by excluding from consideration the subject of knowledge and history 
and is only unaware of its own material role and assumptions, serving 
py innocently perpetuating the status quo, Marxist philosophy takes 
up the higher principles of the proletariat which it clarifies against 


those of the bourgeoisie, 


9 
pee) 


arxist philosophy is the theory of freedom in its epistemological 
role at the science/philosophy boundary, elucidating the phenomenology 
of creativity which limits the range of scientific certainty in our 
‘knowledge of the course of future events, In its ethical role it is 
today the transcendant element in the unity of theory and practice 

why do I subscribe to this conception of philosophy and this empiricisn 
of historical science? 

To come to grips with Marx as bold thinker of the modern ere and 
of the future, we must first understand tarx's .point of departure by 
understanding what Marx was objecting to in the "Young Hegelians". 


cd T 


ine first step towards Marx's innovation was his move away 


Bas} 


fron the 
‘philosophical', that is to say speculative, procedures of his pre- 
farxist science must meet a much harder proof than a 


speculative, pnilosophical proof could ever be, a proof just as hard 


B] 


as the facts of life may be, for anything less than ‘hard' empirical 
proof may coast over hard facts of life, the conditions of living and 


speculative history existing "only in the 
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dying, for a more agreeable s 
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consciousness, the oSinions and the ideas of the philosophers, only in 
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the speculative inagination", 
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The premises from which we begin are not arbitrary 
ones, not dogmas, but real premises from which ab- 
straction can only be made in the imagination. They 
are the real individuals, their activity and the 
material conditions under which they live, both those 
which they find already existing and those produced 
by their activity. These premises can thus be veri- 
fied in a purely empirical way.8 


In Chapters II and III of the thesis, I show that Althusser's 
science reflects his conception of the relation of science, the world 
and philosophy, viz. the relation of science to the world is through 
philoscpny rather than empirical methods and categories, Relying 
totally on speculative grounds, Althusser's science fails to do any- 
thing scientific. With its metaphysical rather than materialist 
social categories, his version of science proves unable to measure or 
describe anything specific about society, providing nothing that would 
allow us to distinguish among times and places, 

Marx's dialectical science, as we shall later see, is vastly 
different from the empirical atomism of contemporary Anglo-American 
empiricism, However, Marx's objection to the speculative generation of 
systems which are then called contributions to historical knowledge is, 
we submit, the same sort of objection raised in this century by the 
positivist tradition, At first blush, this claim may ‘appear scandal- 
ous, yet compare with Marx the following statement by Friedrich 
Waismann of the Vienna Circle: 

eeephilosophy, as it is practised today, is very 
unlike science; and this in three respects: in 
philosophy there are no proofs; and there are no 


theorems; and there are no questions which can be 
decided, Yes or No, In saying that there are no 


8. Karl Marx, The Holy Family, quoted in Georg Lukacs, History 
and Glass Consciousness (London: Merlin Press, 1971), p. 16. 
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proofs I do not mean to say that there are no 

arguments...only these do not work in the sort 

of way they do in mathematics or in the sciences... 

But can it be proved that there are no proofs in 

philesophy? No... 
According to 'laismann, philosophy demarcates that class of information 
constituting positive knowledge, not by being a part of what may be 
called positive knowledge, rather by "sensing as it were hidden 
crevices in the build of our concepts" +9 These crevices deal with 
the limits to a form of certainty, that is to say, with differential 
forms of justification between philosophical and scientific claims, 

The unity of theory and practice proposes, first, that by knowing 

matter, man’s theory is always a relation to, a ‘distancing’, a 


‘transcendence’ of matter, As Hegel defines it: 


Thinking is, indeed, essentially the negation of 
that which is immediately tefore us, 


There are two stages of transcence of theory over matter: to know 

matter: to change matter, The first stage I have labelled science, 

the second philosophy, All theories which fail to recognize that 

knowledge is of that which is our relation to matter can be said to 

have fallen into what Wilhelm Reich calls the "mechanistic error", 
The mechanistic error consists in the fact that 
measurable, ponderable and palpable matter is 


identified with matter as such,12 


Secondly, the unity of theory and practice proposes that both 


9 Friedrich Waismann, "How I See Philosophy" in Logical Positivisn, 


a 


A. J. Ayer Editor (New York: Free Press, 1959) p. 345. 


10, Thld;. Dp. Hb. 


i. G. W. F, Hegel quoted in Herbert Marcuse, Reason and Revolution 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1960 ee vias 


42 Wi dheln Reich, Dialectical Materialism & Psychoanalysis (Noonday 


Press Pamphlet), p. 18. 
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forms of theory, of transcendence, are dependence on practice: 
science for verification--- 


Man must prove the truth, i.e. the rea and 
power...of his thinking in practice. 3 


philosophy to change the world--- 


The philosophers have only interpreted qe world 
differently, the point is to change it. 


Marx states the general ground of the unity of theory and practice in 
the conscicus human project: 

The chief defect of all materialism up to now 

(including Feuerbach's) is, that the object, 

reality, what we apprehend through our senses, 

is understood only in the form of the object 

or contemplation; but not as sensuous ‘human 

activity, as practice; not subjectively...he 

does not eS noe no activity itself as 

objective activity. 2 

Althusser's science is intended to be a science of the unfolding 

of historical events. It portrays a part of theory, human conscious- 
ness, called "ideology", as a part of the object, reality, capable of 
being the object of scientific investigation, By the terms of our 
analysis, a scientific theory could not be a science of the unfolding 
of events for it could not allow the required science of consciousness, 
even of ideology, for that would be to posit a contradiction in terms, 
We can have scientific theory but not a science of theory, it is one 
think to talk of ideology as a pattern of theory tailored to governing 
a specifically ordered social reality, but quite another to attempt to 


predict exactly how long and to what extent such thoughts will continue 


13. Karl, Marx, "Theses on Feuerbach" in The German Ideology, op, 
cit., p. 197. 
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to be thought or that social reality to endure. 

| When we recognize differential forms of justification between 
philosophical and scientific claims, philosophy becomes an leenetene 
tool against an age frequently characterizable through its worship of 
all that is called science, When science is limited in principle to 
the task of establishing the nature of that which empirically is, it 
can not by the same criterion of verification back up claims as to 
what human interests ought to be, That 3 left to being the task of 


philosophy, While only because of the unavoidable, empirical object- 


ivity in that which is, where determinate cause leads to specific effect, 


is my right to chcose different courses of action a meangingful right 
for I can count on different actions leading to inevitably different 
consequences, To advance the cause of humanity in its upward spiral 
to greater enlightenment and freedom requires, as well as inner light, 
hard factual information detailing where one is in order to meet the 
concrete tasks at hand at our particular stage of historical evolution, 
This account began by claiming that the categories of an authentic 
social science must also be functioning social categories such that the 
subjects and concerns of social science are towards the solving of 
social problems, My purpose was to disvow a posture of abstract value- 
neutrality for social science while, through the verification principle, 
designating the scientific approach as one necessary step--to tell it 
like it is--in a rational human attitude. I then went on to specify 
that scientific theory, or for that matter any theory, can no& simply 
be reduced to social processes, that scientific theory, including its 


verification of hypotheses, is always a negation of that which is, And 


scientific negation, or verification, was distinguished from philosophical 
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megation, or the proposing of social change, 

Now I would like to add that scientific sccial theory, linked to 
social practice, is a confirmation through reproduction of the human 
identity at the selfsame stage of historical evolution, For if the 
scientific categories are also social categories such that the 
categories we operate from enable us to identify what we are calling 
the real problems and concerns in our world, then the same categories 
must define the human purpose at that stage. They must represent a 
structure of what is valuable and to be Be ais through ourspractice: 

The function of social science is quite different 
from that of the natural sciences--it is to vrovide 
society with an organ of os Sena eee 1b 
When we focus on the question of the valuable and seek for the 
human meaning in our Practices then we have reverted to philosophy. 

Bourgeois social theory from Hobbes to Locke may be seen as one 
such tentative confirmation of the human identity. Its philosophy 
was united with its practice for the preservation and extension of 
its world, In short, the empirical terrain of its practice was at 
the same time the terrain for the fulfillment of its values, This 
congruence of theory and practice is most pronounced in the early 
stages of the bourgeois mission of converting its physical and social 
environment into commodity /exchange relations, With the American 
frontier still beckoning, Thomas Jefferson is a paradigm case of the 
early bourgeois unity of theory and practice, As Professor Macpherson 
so admirably put it, Jefferson held that: 


property in the means of one's own labor was not 


16, Joan Robinson, Freedom and Necessity An Introduction to the 
Study of Society, London: George Allen # Unwin Ltd, 1970; pi 120, 
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only rightful in itself but was also an indispens- 

able safeguard of individual liberty. With one's 

own small property one could not be made sub- 

servient., And small property was the great 

guarantee against government tyranny as well as 

against economic oppression. It was to secure 

individual liberty, and all the virtues that 

ean flourish only with sturdy independence, 

that Jefferson wanted, America to remain a country 

of small proprietors, ~' 
However, as soon as all the property became used up, as it had rather 
early in England, society was bound to become divided into two classes: 
those who held property and those who did not. The propertyless be- 
came the working class dependent for employment on those with property. 
John Locke gave the Whig position that the State existed by virtue 
of a mutual contract entered into by the propertied for the protection 
of private pes Although workers were bound to the state under 
ferce of law to observe the rights of private property, as the property- 
less they could not be considered as full menhena maa Thus the bourgeois 
state did not confirm their human identity nor was bourgeois practice 
a worker's eetencehan Already splits were occuring between the 
universal new definition of the human, viz. universal and equal 
protection of private property, and the growing sector of the less 
than human within the population, From John Stuart Mill through 


Hobhouse and T., H. Green,whom we may schematically refer to as 


attempts to develop the philosophical, normative side of bourgeois 


17. C, B, Macpherson, Democratic Theory, Oxford, Claredon Press, 
1973, Pp. 135; 
1c; 


John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, 


1. C, B, Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive Individual- 
ism, Oxford: University Press, 1962, p. 227. 


ee Christian Bay, No Contract, No Political Obligation, Edmonton, 
June 3, 1975, p. 8. 
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theory, market-place evolution towards concentration of capital and 


declines in entrepreneurship conflicted more and more with the liberal 
values, Instead of diversity, mass society was taking shape, instead 
of social freedom to allow individual growth and development, wage 
slavery, obscene consumption by the haves, It was becoming more and 
more difficult to see in the developing bourgeois theory a confirmation 
of the human identity. Liberalism appeared "idealistic’, overly 
optimistic, more abstract, and seemed to trail off towards another 
world while in this one racked by confusion and dilemmas, At the 
same time, bourgecis science was unable to comprehend the periodic 
crisic cycle, As bourgeqis science as well as its values became 
separated from the evolutionary process of bourgeois society, a newer 
and better science and a newer and better philosophy came to be required. 
A new social theory, Marxism, set out to refound the human identity, 
It attempted to do so hy founding the special identity of the hitherto 
excluded propertyless class, Keynsian economics may be seen as an up- 
date upon bourgeois science which attempted to control the crisis cycle. 
Whether it finally proves te be only a stop-gap is one of the empirical 
questions to today. Certainly welfare capitalism falls short of Mill's 
ideal of individual development, remaining well with the commodity 
preoccupied society characterized by Professor ifacpherson as 'possessive 
individualist", And the extraction of surplus-value continues. What of 
the Marxist alternative? 

When Marxism enters with new concepts around a new value structure, 
it remains enigmatic, Bourgeois identity resides in commodities and 
capitalism, the identity of the new person of the 21st. century will 


reside in community and socialism, We find that Marxism's new 
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categories adequate to the new situation describe only the impossibie 
bourgeois sea at its new stage of evolution, Not until after a 
successful revolution can Marxism be said to have refounded the human 
identity. Marxism becomes a science as the evidence verifies it, 
Marxism begins to refound the human identity only when the values it is 
based upon become acted on in the class struggle. 

Marxism gives the structural laws of capitalist development, which 
exist either at high levels of empirical generality or as clarifications 
of felt vicissitudes within the liberal value structure, But Marxism 
can not predict the if and when of whether the new historical class 
emerging from the wreckage of the capitalist market-place will ever 
rise above the bourgeois values of possessive individualsim, To 
attempt to reduce the process of thought to objective historical 
processes, we have seen, would be to commit the mechanistic error, 

To sum up, bourgeois social theory and practice are for a time 
united, Then the capitalist world is capable of being adequately 
comprehended, This occurs after bourgeois social theory and practice 
becomes what it is, after it rises over the feudal world and in its 
implementation produces a whole new world order, As its values evolve 
and as the society develops, the power of comprehension begins to be 
lost. Marxism once again brings bourgeois theory and practice under 
comprehension, though chis tine bourgeois theory is seen as a realm of 
ideological delusion that, if it persisted, would forever prevent a 
rational analysis of the runaway course of events and doom would be 
sealed, Nor can Marxism predict in advance whether it will be able to 
change people's lives and in time, Until Marxism is triumphant in the 


advanced capitalist areas, Marxism itself can neither be considered 


iv 
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verified in totality, not yet a refounding of the human identity ora 
scientific knowledge of man and Marxism, We still lack the full 
evidence or identity of our own communist practice. We have only our 
transcendent will and our solidarity, such as they are, and several 
socialist examples that have sprung from other, less developed, 


situation, All this leaves of scientific socialism is Marxism's 


* 
dialectical method’. From out of the void beyond capitalism it remains 


for us in the advance west to create our PStolicion 

The above rather extended argument spells out why, contrary to 
Althusser, reapence has been taken to be empirically-oriented as well 
as dependent upon theory, while "philosophy", again contrary to 
Althusser, is taken as a realm of creativity and choice between the 
alternative futures: socialism or havcardent =. The intent has been 
to refuse to limit man in his totality to the requirements of any 
particular social order, while understanding successive soical orders 
as stages of human fulfillment. It is now time to look directly at 
the question of Marx's scientific laws and specify the differences in 
Meaning between Althusser's account and the position held in this 
thesis. The thesis account of Marx's laws will be constructed through 
direct quotation from Marx and will receive no further support as the 
mission, set down at the outset, is to determine the novelty in that 


which harx ‘offers to us, 


* 
See chapter IV below, 


ai. See especially Rosa Luxembourg's classic essay Social Reform 
or Revolution, 
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ee LAS AND ALTHUSSER'S LAWS 


Karl iarx claimed to have ee arenes "iron laws" operating in history. 
EG yee Fetch eto RG Blas iS nor @ question of the higher or 
lower degree of development of the social antagonisms 
that result from the natural laws of capitalist product- 
ion, It is a question of these laws themselves, of 
these tendencies working with iron necessity towards 
inevitable results, ~ 
Of importance is what Marx meant to include within capitalist product- 
ion and enereuy what is to develop according to iron laws, Marxist 
philosophy, in the sense specified, explains the limits to that which 
scientific theory can legitimately be concerned with. In a moment 
it will be shown that Althusser, holding to a different conception of 
philosophy, means the concerns of Marxist science to be something 
quite different. 

Marxist science, roughly speaking, deals only with the process 
laws in the base of a society's productive forces, This is not to say 
that although Marx and Engels spoke of primitive, slave, feudal and 
capitalist production formations“? they meant that one form of product- 
Made roller cnatner iia tatalistica chairs Lt ie to simnly. 
say that Marx's particular approach was to examine various historical 
eras by analyzing their respective social organizations of the economic 
means of production, Marx never claimed to have discovered a trans- 


historical process, theteleological laws of which ensured that one 


social formation would last for a certain amount of time and that 


2 ‘ ste ‘ : 
ee e to the First German Edition of the First 
Volume of Capital", Selected Works (lew York: International Publishers, 


1968), p. 231, 
23> mj aay Joe st 

" The German ideology, op. cit. 

au, 

* Karl Harx, Pre-Capitelist Hconomic Formations (London: Lawrence 
and Wishart, 1964), + translated d by Jack Cohen, edited and with an into- 
duction by %, J. Hobsbawm, The la 
fragments from Marx and Engels on 
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specified the particular time and place in history and the specific 
type of social formation that would replace it. 

Yet Marx did propose to talk about capitalism in a manner much more 
rigorous than his analyses of other epochs. Marx's labor theory of 
value included technical concepts such as labor-power, labor, surplus- 
value, the organic compositon of capital, leading to the production of 
surplus-labor from the production of surplus-value and, Marx's theory 
of the demise of capitalism through the falling rate of profit, the 
overthrow of a system of production and exchange by the internal 
growth process of a system dependent on human labor as a form of 
measurement, However, as Paul Mattick observes, Marx's general law of 
capitalist accunulation: 

derived as it is from highly abstract considerations 

of capitalism's structure and dynamics, was not 

provided with a timetable, The contradictions 

of capital production could come to a head sooner 

or later--even much later, 
The question of the satisfactory execution of the challenges and 
opportunities the capitalist chaos offers to tne laboring classes is as 
well beyond the concerns of science, Herbert Marcuse gives the class- 
ical view that: 

Not the slightest natural necessity or automatic 


inevitability guarantees, ¢he transition from 
capitalism to socialisn, 


When Marx claimed to have discovered the scientific laws of the 


capitalist process of production, he meant general laws that were to 


25s Paul Mattick, Critique of Marcuse (London: Merlin Press, 1972), 
Da ive 
26, 


liarcuse, OD. Civ, 9 Pe 310, 
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hold irrespective of this or that capitalist country. 


Under capitalist production, the general law acts 

as the prevailing tendency only in a very complicat- 
ed and approximate manner, as a never ascertainable 
average of ceaseless fluctuations.2/ Such a general 
rate of surplus-value--viewed as a tendency, like 

all the other economic laws--has been assumed by us 
for the sake of theoretical simplification. But in 
reality it is an actual premise of the capitalist mode 
of production, although it is more or less obstructed 
by practical frictions causing more or less consider- 
able local differences, such as the settlement laws 
for farm labourers in Britain. But in theory it is 
assumed that the laws of capitalist production oper- 
ated in their pure form. In reality, there exists 
only approximation; but, this approximation is the 
greater, the more developed the capitalist mode of 
production and the less it is adulterated and amal- 
gamated with survivals of former economic conditions. 


The Jaws are general for a reason, While recognizing that each ety 
has a particular superstructure and erate geographic conditions 
of production, the general PS ee the scientific laws of capitalisn 
derive from variations in the superstructure, Marxism eereore these 
variations but cannot scientifically account for them for they reside 
outside of science, the superstructure being that realm wherein are 


exercised human individuality and creativity, Even in a developed, 


27. Karl Marx, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume III 
Translated from the Third German Edition by Samuel Moore and Edward 
Aveling, New York: International Publishers, 1967, p. 161. 


28. Karl Marx, Capital Volume III, p. 175, 
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more purely capitalist formation, the laws. remain general in the form 
of a logic of process, | 


In considering such transformations a distinction 
snould always be made between the material 
transformation of the economic conditions of 
production, which can be determined with the 
precision cf natural science, and the legal, 
political, religious, aesthetic or philosophic-- 
in short, the ideological forms in which men 
agar conscious of this conflict and fight it 
out, 0 


liarx is distinguishing between two levels, which constrains hin fron 
predicting day tc day happenings within any capitalist country accord- 


ing to place and time just as he is constrained from predicting what 


must develop after any epocn, including capitalism, collapses. But his 


scientific knowledge of the capitalist process allows him to predict 
that the process wiil collapse and to say why through thes 

eeeacsolute general law of capitalist accumulation, 

Like all other laws it is modified in its working 

by many paroEnSyeacesy the analysis of which does 

not concern us here, 
It is here tnat Althusser's science begins, with the modifying circun- 
stances, 

By bringing also under science the'many conditions" that modify 
Marx's scientific laws, Althusser aims for what he calls a science of 
the "global structure", capable of entering the realm of space and 
time: 

..eto understand that the Revolution as the ‘task 


of the day' could only break out here, in Russia, 
in China; in Cuba, in 1917, 1949, in 1958 and not 


30. Karl Marx, "Preface to a Contribution to the Critique of 
Political Hconony,' in Selected Yorks, New York: International 


31. Capital Volume I, p. bly, 
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in another ‘situation’. 
Althusser places human consciousness within the capitalist production 
that is, according to Marx, the scientific realm of total, iron 
d@eterninism, That wey things always happen on time and a science of 
events is to be possible. 

Althusser's science of revolutionary situation is common and, I 
submit, falsely viewed as an insurrectionary, applied Marxist science 
in the Leninist tradition.-- Althusser goes further, wishing to be 
descriptive within positive science of time and place and appears to 
make a quantum jump on Lenin, or Marx and Engels for that matter also. 
For example, Marx thought revolution imminent in 1848, as did Lenin in 
Russia in 1905, though their theory did not require them to give up 
fighting when their hopes did not materialize in a particular place or 
time, As Marx wrote to Herr Kugelmanns ; 

World history would indeed be very easy to make alg 

the struggle were taken up only on sondition of 

favorable chances. It would on the other hand 

be of a very mystical nature if “accidents” play- 

ed no part. These accidents naturally form part 

of the general course of development and are 

compensated by other such accidents, But ac- 

celeration and delay are very much dependent 

upon such “ascidents", including the "accident" 

of the characker of the people who first head 

the movement. 
A careful reading of Althusser shows that he rejects altogether the 
classical thesis of applied theory as 4 moment of the unity of theory 


and practice, proposing tnstead the notion of a manifold of distinct 
re 


32. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, "Russia's Pattern of Develop- 
ment, Marx to the Editcrial Board of the Otechestvenniye Zapiski (Fath- 
erland Notes), London, November 1877" in Basic Writings On Politics & 
Philosophy. ‘Edited by Lewis S. Feuer. New York: Anchor Books, 1959, 
pp. 440-l. 


oe Andrew Levine, "Althusser" in Radical America #5. 


3a "yarx to L. Kugelmann, April 17, 1871" in Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engles;, Selected Works (New York: International Publishers, 
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practices,~~ none of which are guided by theory except theory itself, 


a “theoretical practice", so that in each practice everything happens 
as it does as a result of iron laws, Althusser may be seen to follow 


Lenin only in the sense that Stalin follows Lenin, 


STALINISM: THEORETICAL PRACTICE AND THE 


SCIENCE OF EVENTS 


What Lucio Colletti is referring to by Althusser's “organic 
sympathy with Stalinism" 2° is Althusser's central notion of history as 
"process without a subject" .2" And it is Althusser's proposed science 
of this process that we wish to dispute in Chapter II, By defining 
Althusser's Stalinism in this manner, Colletti is not saying that 
Stalin, conceived of history as a ‘process without a subject’, For 
Stalin, the subject of history in revolution, in socialism, and into 
communism was to be the centralised vanguard party. The conmen 
denominator linking Althusser's semention of historical process and 
Stalin's conception of historical subject is their similar conceptions 
of 41) the degree of fatedness in daily events; 2) the role and signif- 
icance of every citizen who, in Lenin‘’s words: 


to a man must act as a judge and participant in 
the government of the country, And what is 


35+ py, Dp. 229; RC p. 58. 

H Collettiplopmicit. gp. 16% 

3? J. V. Stalin, Political Report to the Sixteenth Party Congress 
(New Yorks Workers Library Publishers, 1930), p. i7i. 


3B. V, I. Lenin, Selected Works (New York: International Publishers, 
1943), Volume VIII, p. 320, 
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important to us is to enlist all the toilers to 

a man in the government of the state, That is 

a tremendously difficult task, But socialism 

cannot be introduced by a minority, a party.29 
The earlier Lenin of What Is To Be Done and of Materialism and Empirio- 
Criticism is, by this criterion, much more ‘Stalinist' than the later 
Lenin of State and Revolution and of The Philosophical Notebooks, who 
in his Will urged that Stalin be removed from the position of General 
Secretary of the Bolshevik sera OMY Under Stalin, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat became a dictatorship over the proletariat with a 
totally bureaucratic, top-down method of government that devised "Five 
Year Plans" for the people but not by the people, set "stakhanov” 
quotas, and organized a vast system of slave-labor camps, the most 
notorious being Yorkuta, | 

By ‘history as a process without a subject’, Althusser means that 

in any direct sense it is not men who make history, As a Canadian 
reviewer of Althusser, Henry Veltmeyer, puts it: 

The objective structure of social formations is 

imposed on men by a "hidden mechanism" which 

determines that structure as the objective 

mode of the appearance of reality. Thus history 

is a process without a subject, and men are not 


the "active subjects" of this process; they are 
simply its "supports" (Trager). ?2 


The fact that there is a deterministic process that men can but support 


39 Dunayevskaya, op. cit., p. 205. 
4O 
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42. Henry Veltmeyer, “Towards An Assessment of the Structuralist 
Interrogation of Marx: Claude Levi-Strauss and Louis Althusser” in 
Science and Society, Winter 1974-75, p. 397. 


* Ibid., pp. 220-3, 239, 241, 252. 


* Ibid., 
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allows that a science of historical situation is to be possible. It is 
to clain that the superstructural panel erier of social life, which 
propels the logically complicated yet barbarically simple class law of 
capitalism, is itself propelled and totally determined such that a 
science of days and events of revolution is to be possible. And for 
this class of historical data to be amenable to scientific prediction, 
the native. thought and action of specific individuals, cells, col- 
lectives or parties that are always involved in specific events nust 
be irrelevant or illusory, totally set aie motion by calculable 
historical forces, These forces, in the last analysis, turn out to 
be directed through the vanguard party, 

If it is not men who make history die to a ‘hidden mechanism’ cut- 
ting them off from its internal structure and dynamics, Althusser takes 
the view that it is men who must thereby be disciplined by the party 
{nto conformity with historical law, When men are seen as inherently 
but supports of historical processes, Althusser is left to endorse a 
tabula rasa conception of people who "must be ceaselessly transformed 


so as to adapt them to their conditions of eo? 


Althusser does not say that people should be educated and convinced by 
appealing to their historically emerging highese interest. According 
to Althusser, men must be “constantly dominated and controlled", and 


"ideology is indispensable” to this tact 
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"FM, p. 235. 
* Ibid, 


. es ae 6 , 
: balan Ree ¥ ems 


‘uh on: aa me 
aeece «» is ae eet pore : 


ot-#ue “mat sence sien ta .eopuot Feotwpteke 
aces  gbeae ids ashieh ges amma 

dio ealeaiben iat 33 ain eaabsdy Li tea a a0 7 
sodey mene eTh eae sino Sehr it, ta hu ek 
ree ent yd babsg tex: aT cf WWypand frou! SAN. onal ait Su Jat amet 
dmad? a aN OMA yg siete her: eo bho had tw od gmtinoe: odd 


<eatiey os Bas uh meena et Some pomy Levrgoaett So. esalggie ait 


pematanans vee leases: ot! taabdl odie Sieg to aeteneaND axe pina 
© ts CH poamiaia Yo AuEt “ctl oF ag pt ab om 
tS Renatvad> fen badaqeys of Piuerte otqons sad? yor den nob gonaudetA 


_salinesek teeseret! *goutot antgeee vitepligaiads padi ot gedtennge. 
“pas wee re  amacimal 1 1 eae, 


- 
* = ~ 


It may perhaps be protested that I go too far, that Althusser 

offers only an “epistemological and critical reading of Marx" 1) 
What is significant, it seems to me, is what Althusser claims to have 
come upon from his reading of Marx, which he then claims to be value- 
free science, plus Althusser's erate of domination and control 
alongside his notion of total historical determinism, Placed within 
the corpus of Althusser's writings, ‘value-free science’ becomes 
another nane for ‘infallibility of the vanguard’ above all normative 
criticism, With his notion of a ‘theoretical practice’, Althusser — 
subscribes, in his words, to: 

Kautsky’s and Lenin's thesis that Marxist theory 

is produced by a specific theoretical practice, 

outside the proletariat, and that Marxist theory 

must be ‘imported' into the proletariat. 46 
When this rigid separation in the production of knowledge is rejected, 
Althusser continues: 

all the themes of spontaneism rushed into Marxism 

through this open breach: the humanist universal- 

ism of the proletariat.*? 
With Stalin's notion of an infallible vanguard and Althusser's con- 
plementary conception of faceless masses needing to be led, the fastest 
way to get something done would be slaughter everyone who disagrees 
and terrorize the rest into conformity. And according to the doctrine 
of the control over individuals by history, all of the deaths as well 


as all of one's actions are always portrayed as value-free because 


unavoidable, for events are always totally controlled by historical 


1156 Fe, p. 143 


46. Reading Capital, p. i141. 
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law and as vanguard one is the personification of historical law. 

That Stalinism is indeed the significance of Althusser's science of 
historical situation is confirmed by Althusser's polemic against 
“humanism”, According to Althusser: 


the whole classical Marxist tradition has refused 
to say that Marxism is a Humanism: 


If this is so, ail those who have seen in Marx a humanism are by 
Althusser's definition not a part of the classical tradition, 
Althusser continues: 

Why? Boosnseter tne word Humanism is exploited by 


an ideology which uses it to fight, i.e. to kill, 
another, true, word, and one iain to the pro- 


letariat: the class struggie 
The class struggle is total war, undiluted by humanist sentimentality 


over the value of human life, Humanism is an enemy of the class 
struggle in that humanism squelches the ability to kill. The humanists 


loves his neighbor to the extent of turning the 
other cheek to whoever strikes first,49 


One must ask, does Althusser's simple caricature have anything to do 
with anything humanistic Marx ever said? In searching for justification 
for Althusser's claims against humanism, one has to ask whether Althusser 
knows anything about the class struggle. For example, the paradigm 
example of armed militance for today’s leftist youth, particularly in 
Latin America, is Che Cuevara, who incidently wrote Guerilia Warfare. 

Yet Che has said that one must fight with a revolutionary love, and that 


a true revolutionary is moved by great feelings of love, Che wrote to 


48. Louis Althusser, Lenin and Philosophy and other Essays (Sondons 
Monthly Review Press, 1971), p. 22. 
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his children, from the heart of the armed struggle in Bolivia: 


Above all, always be able to feel deeply any 
injustice committed against anyone in any 
part of the world. It's a revolutionary's 
most beautiful quality. 


This is what leftist humanism is all about, with breaking down bourgeois 
individualsim not with turning the other cheek, At this point the 
reader is left to choose between Althusser the Stalinist and Che the 
humanistic but armed militant, The view taken in this thesis will 
follow Colletti. 

Althusser is certainly a highly intelligent person, 

and I have a great human sympathy for him. But it 

is impossible to escape the impression that his 


thought has become ee eae impoverished and 
arid with the passage of time. 1 


50. Che Cuevara, "To My Children” in Ricardo Rojo, My Friend Che 
(New Yorks: Grove Press, 1968), p. 182. 


91% colietti, op. cit.) De 17. 
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What then is Althusser's importance? He has been labelled a 

Stalinist, situated among the bad, and the next chapter promises a 
hard criticism of his science of superstructural events, Part cf the 
reason for systematically dismantlying Althusser's science is the 
prospective rise of a neo-Stalinism posed by Althusser's relatively 
large following, But his Stalinism is not the only reason for studying 
Althusser nor is Althusser totally bad, Part of Althusser's popularity 
is surely intertwined with his attempts in his earlier works to conceptual- 
ize what it is that is so innovatory in Marx, Althusser's question-- 
“what may be said to be meant by Marxist science"--is our question as 
well, Althusser has done much to renew attention towards the question 
of models of causality. Though the model Althusser comes up with is not 
Marx (it is Spinoza), Althusser is at his best in characterizing liberal 
notions of causality and in referring to their absence of a depth 
ainadtion: In this regard, Reading Capital, chapter 9, particularly 
stands out. To this extent Althusser has a role to play in the birth 
of a new world order, In this second introductory chapter, the key 
Nee brought up by Althusser wili be spelled out, first saying with 
Hegel: 

When a man has finally reached the point where he 

does not think he knows it better than others, that 

is when he has become indifferent to what they have 

done badly and he is interested only in what they 

have done right, then peace and affirmation have 

come to hin, 
Althusser observes that before Marx: 

Political Economy thought the economic phenomena as 


deriving from a planar space governed by a transitive 
mechanical causality, such that a determinate effect 
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One suspects that Althusser may be onto something when we find others 
holding a critical stance to the same model of causality, Althusser's 
definition of ideology” 1s identical to that of Marshall McLuhan, 
According to McLuhan, in an Western milieu, one is: 

surrounded by an abstract explicit visual technology 

to uniform time and uniform continuous space in 

which "cause" is efficient and sequential, and 

things move and happen on single planes and in 

successive order. 
As Althusser elsewhere observes in his critique of See the | 
model of causality utilized in explanations of phenomena by political 
economy was commen, not only to political economy but to a whole mode 
of thought. What we are referring to then with Althusser and McLuhan, 
is a form of reason that reached its height in the bourgeois period. 
With Althusser, we go directly to the centre of the controversy 
between liberalism and Stalinisms whether reason and its accompanying 
freedom are part and parcel to the bourgeois malignancies and delusions 
to be abolished by communism, Although in trouble at home in this day 
and age, liberalism sees itself as a last bastion against a social 


decline and resolutely digs in its heels.? When the model of causality 


from which its reason functions comes under attack, it is the whole 


1. touis Althusser and Etienne Balibar, Reading Capital (London: 
New Left Books, 1970), p. 182. Hereinafter referred to as RC... 


2+ Touts Althusser, For Marx (New York: Penguin Press, 1969), 
pp. 228, 232. Hereinafter referred to as FM, 


3. Marshall McLuhan, The Gutenberg Galaxy (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1962), p. 19. 
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5 Isaiah Berlin, Two Concepts of Liberty (Oxford: University Press, 


1958). 
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western tradition, indeed the mind itself,-that seems menaced by the 
encroaching Marxism. As One writer neatly sums it: 
The seventeenth century began with Francis Bacon's 
Novum Organum which extablished the principles of the 
scientific method and of objective, rationalistic 
thinking--principles which gained full control of 
the official Western mind after Descartes, Newton, and 
in sociopolitical matters, Locke,° ; 
Althusser hurls Marxism to the attack, 
eeeMarx does not present economic phenomena--to il- 
lustrate his thought temporarily with a spatial 
metaphor--in the infinity of a homogeneous planar 
space, but rather ina ion...therefore as a 
complex and deep space... 
Althusser means that Marx no longer relied on a 'billiar ball’ model 
of causality featuring interacting individuals, as may be found in 
the logical atomism of empiricist philosophy, in the competitive 
marketplace model of capitalist economics, and in the contract theory 


of the liberal state, Althusser goes so far as to assert that the 


truth can be obtained solely through Marxist science, which has made 2 


complete break with the pre-Marxist, rationalist model of causality. 


*«sswhen a science detaches itself from the background 
of earlier ideological formations...(it) inaugurates 
with (a) rupture the reign of a new logic, which far 
from being a oe development...of the old one, literally 


takes its place, 


Althusser informs us what he intends to do with the old logic: 
eeeput it to one side..,expose it from afar to forces 


which are external--and so drawn out--that like those 
wine-glasses broken at a distance by a physical reson- 


6. Dane Rudhyar, Occult Preparations for a New Age (Wheaton, Illinois: 
Theosophical Publishing House, 1975), D. 238, 


? Re., p. 182; see also FM, p. 228. 
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ance, it Bones to a sudden end as a heap of splinters 
on the floor, 


In this chapter, I shall examine some outlines of the crisis in 
reasons 1). indicating, with Althusser’s assistance where it is Eaund: 
the crisis in reason that has developed historically fron bourgeois 
theory and practice; 2). the attempted burying of Cartesian reason by 
Althusser; 3). and lastly, the issue for the thesis as a whole, how do 
Marxist theory and communist practice go beyond Cartesian reason: as 
totalitarian determinism by autonomous structures over eh w la Althusser, 
or as profound breakthrough in reason and freedem? 

In admittedly highly schematic fashion, I will try to show how 
Althusser's characterization of reason is false, arguing for a more sophis- 
ticated logic capable of resuming the connection between theory and practice, 
reason and freedom, Thus I argue that the new dimension Marx ushered 
in need not mark an end to the notion of freedom animating all liberal 
doctrines featuring interacting individuals, just as, for example, 
the physics of Einstein and Heisenberg, while new, does not falsify 
Newtonian physics, On the other bea: the’ type of individual required 
by Althusser's science of events is an overthrow of the liberal 
conception of man and freedom in its antiseeye In Chapter III of this 
thesis, it shall schematically be shown how Marx's rational analysis of 
capitalism begins in the old logic and what then happens along the way. 


From when the transition point is missed, then the corpus of Marx's 


9+ PM., p. 150, 
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analysis must appear, to both Liberal and Stalinist, 


eee@aS3 Obscure and ridiculous as spherical trigonometry 
to the inhabitants of Flatlend.1° 


To illustrate by way of analogy how classical Marxism stands to 
liberalism, when. long distance travel was more a dream than a possibility, 
it was generally held that the world was flat and that one could sail off 
the end into hell. Hell was the unkmown. When international trade 
opened up trans-oceanic routes in search of the orient, it was found 
that one could get east by sailing west and that the world was therefore 
& sphere. Yet this discovery could not dispute the notion that wig Ans 
except for changes of altitude, was indeed flat, since the earlier 
notion was based on the simple experience of gravity. The point is 
that as man's experience broadens through development of the productive 
forces, new dimensions of experience are opened up that cannot be 
understood as simple extensions of that which preceeded them. The new 
dimension only invalidates speculations odased on the old experience 
which kept that experience closed in upon itself, speculations that 
extrapolated that given ad infinitum into the unlmown and ended up with 
Hades just beyond its known gates. In short, along with the new 


sausality I shall be arguing for progress in freedom. ° 


MODERATE SCARCITY vs. PRODUCTIVE CONSUMPTION 
Even though he later gets off track, Althusser is exciting because 
he correctly publicizes this new historical dimension at the point 
where it meets and goes beyond the capitalist world--at capitalist 


economics and at the liberal theory of distributive justice. According 


NK Aleister Crowley, KONX ON PAX. 
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_to John Plamenatz: 

What, indeed, could be less scientific than to construct 

the notion of man, in abstracticn from society, and then 

to explain society in terms of hie desires. !! 
The talented and recent liberal contributor, Jonn Rawls, holds to a 
conception of ‘moderate scarcity' from which he takes up his problen 
of political obligation end the apportioning out of at least moderately 
scarce resources upon which are placed conflicting demands.!2 While 
there is some credence to his argument, Rawl's whole discussion is 
undercut when Marx focusses on the conditions and historical nature 
of moderate scarcity--that ideal state of affairs envisaged by all 
liberalism and an ideal state that itself becomes a problem where it is 
taken as a prior condition preceding analysis rather than as a condition 
almost totally manmade. Imstead of taking human wants as anthropological 
givens, Marxism examines their historical origination. As Althusser 
puts it: 

eeeconsumption is double. It does include the individual 

consumption of the men in a given society, but also 

productive consumption...This kind of consumption 

includes: the 'objects' of production...and the 

instruments of production...necessary for product-— 

ioneo 
There are thus two departments of production: 

Department I, devoted to the reproduction of the con- 

ditions of production on a simple or extended basis, 


and Department II, devoted to the ep ee soe of the 
objects of individual consumption. !4 


ioe John Plamenatz, The English Utilitarians, p. 152. 


126 sonn Rawl, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1972). 


38 Ree. 165. 


lee Ibid. 


a of aid Goo Ses 
vheetrs bees! fois mf te" 8h His Re a sky 
ieee SI ye tts ite 

_ eee gS acti at takes ft 

‘ Puger Din tro tele cas DHE sae soins 2Seemaa : 


Ne . 
iis wi ey oe atiakie to. Kies Be rani Peoason stones 10 : 
oA ae an ; y 
eh #2 sind vag FS agaoberr ris th hice pate, ‘Piatt oe So mttevedte 


a 
audgbiveds se <f «eX sage ste Hite gaa 2 ies es ates 
» SD . * an 7 wr ae * i 
Lagteolomantias +3 oan meee! asin ives epee hoor tendo 
— 7 sg 


erty 


COneHITA BA saubhited sine acet sito He 3a Shilpa te tal emehy 
; 4 
san Ws Bo 8 aye ag, “Ng, pou 3 St at he 2 ae 


Spl fi s4 au. obuLont eeot S ak agitqeages 
Tied. Od LE. Hund athe Stax ea sag oe ve 
Horyeckmr ab) 3 ist hes Res pale! iz “ah ay BY 
ais Bhgiss Sy selec) ae ie he Fi i a am ma 
Shite aCe ‘neeabea: thy HS ate ae * yt es 


art ae Es" * 
: 


aah oh pa No @ieehe 
ast It DRY Rete ah yy 


Althusser concludes that needs are subject tos 


a double structural, i.e. no longer anthropological 
determination: the determination which divides the 
products between Departments I and It, and assigns 
to needs their content and meaning... 


Already Althusser begins to take some big steps away from Marx towards 


Stalinist principles, Althusser goes from the social nature of needs 


that reproduce the conditions of production to a total determination of 


needs by the conditions of preduction and, in turn, to the total social 


determination of what people do and the outcome of what they do by the 


conditions of production, 


The true 'subjects' (in the sense of constitutive 
subjects of the precess) are therefore not these 
occupants or functionaries, are not, despite all 
appearances, the 'cbviousness', ‘real men'--but the 
definition and distribution of these places and 


functions. The true ‘sudjects' are these definers 
and distributors: the relations of production 


(and political and ideological social raletionsyiee 


Althusser's science of events rejects altogether the rationalist view of 


man as thinking, planning, experimenting, creating, and acting creature, 


Strictly in respect to theory, therefore, one can 
and must speak openly of Marx's theoretical anti-. 
humanism, and see in this theoretical anti-numanism 


the absolute (negative) precondition of the (positive) 


knowledge of the human world itself, and of its pract- 
{cal transformation, It is impossible to know anything 
about men except on the absolute precondition that the 


Caer lees (theoretical) myth of man is reduced to 
ashes, 1 


By pointing out to the liberal economists and philosophers the fact of 


productive consumption, Althusser maintains a fidelity to Marx as the 


15. Tbid, 5° pe 167% 
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following ponderous statement from the Grundrisse shows: 


The moments of the process of production which have 
been consumed to form the product are simultaneously 
reproduced in it, The whole process therefore appears 
as productive consumption,.,This consumption is not 
simply a consumption of the material, but rather con- 
sumption of consumption itself, but it consumes the 
given form of the object only in order to posit it 

in a new objective form, and it consumes itself 

only in its subjective form as activity.! 


Althusser exceeds Marx, however, when Althusser equates human needs to 
the processes whereby needs are secured, Althusser makes what has been 
referred to in Introduction I as the ‘mechanistic error’: the failure 
to keep in mind the nature cf the separation between thought and 
reality, Just as totally as Rawls’ ‘moderate scarcity’ neglects the 
nature of scarcity, Althusser has neglected the intervening step 
between needs and their successful procurement by leaving everything 
up to the conditions of production, Before productive consumption can 
be said to have occured, at a more concrete level another, specifically 
rational, double determination must have occurred. In his Discourse on 
Method, Rene Descartes characterizes this rationalism, rejected by 
Althusser, as: 

eeea practical philesophy by means of which, knowing 

the force and the action of fire, water, air, the stars, 

heavens and all other bodies that environ us...we can 

in the same way employ them in all those uses to which 

they are adapted, and thus render ourselves the masters 

and possessors of nature, 9 


The ‘double determination’ of rational causality consists ins 


a) physical cause and effect as inscribed within natural law; b) the 


a Karl Marx, Grundrisse: Foundations of the Critique of Political 
Economy (Rouzh Draft), Translated with a Foréward by Martin Nicolaus, 
(Aylesbury, Bucks: Pelican Books, 1973), pp. 300-1, 


19, Rene Descartes, The Philosophical Works of Descartes, Volume I, 
Translated by Elizabeth S. Haldane and G. R. T, Rose (Cambridge: University 
Press, 1969), p. 119. 
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physically intervening human cause who consciously sets in motion the 
natural cause leading teleologically to the ends man desires, Although 
it is true that liberalism, including its social theory, fails to get 
beyond an “instrumentalist reason"~° ever to consider productive 
consumption, Althusser's account is nonetheless based upon an enormous 
omission, Productive consumption, though clearly not a Cartesian 
process, does not falsify Cartesian rationality which it instead uses 
upon nature, 
Of productive consumption Althusser correctly observes: 

This discovery plays an essential part in the theory 

of the realization of value, in the process of 

capitalist accumulation, and in all the laws that 

flow from its.“ 
Althusser includes social relations among that produced within product- 
ive consumption, Te say that social relation--politics and ideology-- 
are produced within productive consumption, as Althusser does, is once 
again to commit the mechanistic error of equating thought to material 
processes, The strongest that can be said is that social relations 
are reproduced through productive consumption, As Althusser correctly 
observed, Marx was referring to the realization of capital through 
commodity production, But capital can only be realized by a business- 
man when his product is chosen and bought by someone, thereby affirming 
that the product contains "socially necessary labor time" ~~ Private 
profit is realized through ownership of the means of production, and only 


a Max Horkheimer, Eclipse of Reason (New York: Seabury Press, 


1974), pp. 37, 48-49, 91, 153, etc., see also his Critique of Instrument- 
al Reason (New York: Seabury Press, 1974), 


aq RCs Dp. 166. 


ach Xarl Marx, "Wages, Price and Profit" in Karl Marx & Frederick 
Engels, Selected Works (New York: International Publishers, 1968), p. 205. 
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indirectly through politics and ideology which are not marketable in 
the same sense as are commodities, Once we focus on the profit 
motive behind a system of massive production and waste, Rawls’ ‘moderate 
scarcity’ takes on a new, historical meaning, 

Instead of disputing or ctherwise overthrowing analytical calculat- 
ion and atomistic freedom within ‘moderate scarcity’ Marx gave it a 
new dimension of meaning by showing how the self-interested calculation 
of. private men in search of private goods connects and binds all to 
the same capitalist system. Those amibgnities mitigating against a 
total fatedness within the system derive from the role of human creat- 
ivity and choice at both consumption and production ends of the process, 
Yet from the manner in which individuals are connected and the process 
functions, the process turns back to condition, through reward and 
punishment, the very forces which propel the system, Marx spells this 
out in Capital volume III where he shows how the capitalist system relat- 
es independent individuals to one another through the “social labor time" 
represented in the commodities they exchange,“ Social labor time is an 
aggregate value, depending on the use-value (the use a society has for 
the commodities) one has produced. One is free to produce what one likes 
and to determine how to maximize one's efficiency, Yet one can not tell 
in advance the amount of value that the labour expended will be worth, 
which is decided by the market. To take an extreme example for purposes 
of illustration, an industrialist gambles on hoola hoops and makes a 


fortune, Other capitalists decide to become involved, No one can pre- 


236 Ibid,; see also Karl Marx, Capital, Volume III (New York: 
International Publishers, 1967), chapters IX, X; perhaps the most 
famous statement of this phenomena is to be found in his Capital, 
Volume I, chapter 1, section 4, “The Fetishism of Commodities". 
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dict how long the fad will last. When it abruptly ends, several 
warehouses full of worthless hoola hoops remain, This waste factor 
is part and parcel of capitalist preduction relations. Ambiguity 
derives from the individual actions of individual capitalists and 
from the choices of individual consumers, It is precisely through these 
ambiguities that the law of value operates, I can not develop here 
Marx's claim that a commodity sells at its market-value when the 
gocial labour expended in its production equals the social demand for 
that commedity and that a profit is realized by selling a commodity at 
the value of the labour contained in it, Suffice it to say that 
*surplus-value’ must not be taken simplistically. Socially necessary 
labour time determines market-value and the individual winners and 
losers as an average that operates at the level of the society as a 
whole, At the demand side, there is the same frustration and chaos, 
Social need as expressed through the market is not identical with the 
real need (real need = actual desires of individuals) but to the "effect- 
ive demand” determined in part by individual buying power, which in 
turn relates back to the value of labour for the capitalist and of 
labour time for worker, The ratio between demand and supply comes to 
be regulated by the over-riding law of value, itself not consciously 
regulated, The “definers and distributors" which Althusser refers to 
do operate, but only as a ceaselessly fluctuating society-wide 
equilibrium of individual decisions that balance, oppose, and often 
defeat each other, But they do not do so through mere chance and prox- 


imity, They do so, commodities are measured and value assigned, through 


2h, Marx, Capital IIi, p. 192; "Wages, Price and Profit", DeaeLo. 
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a@ strict social law that each, executing the full chance that in his 
own, ty his own efforts propels, 
Marx could say that consumption is double for he showed that to 
consume a use-value is also to produce, for the system, a value able 
to be measured by labor, It is a reproduction of the value form for 
in saying that an article is worth a certainianointectithe (hard won) 
value cf one's own labor is also to bestow upon the article a character- 
istic it didn't yet have, a value, which in turn contributes to the 
process of assigning a profitability to the production process that 
created it, and to the ‘increase in the proletariat’, 
Marx's law of value ae be distinguished from the doctrine of 
“counter-finality", to be discussed below, that is found in both 
Sartre and Engels and which descrites the frustration of the atomistic 
units from within the atomistic perspective.-” Althusser, for the 
wrong reasons, rejects the doctrine as withessiee: 
By showing that the ‘iron laws‘ of capitalist production are propel- 
led by the atomism and randomness of individual decisions, Marx has 
left the atomistic perspective to usher into social analysis a whole 


new dimension--"a spherical trigonometry to the inhabitants of Flat- 


25. A huge difference exists between the description of alienation 
in Karl Marx ard Frederick Engels, "The Communist Manifesto” in Selected 
Works, p. 41 and in Jean-Paul Sartre, Critiaue de la Raison Dialectique, 

recede de Question de Methede, Tome I, Theories des Ensembles Pratiques 
Paris: Librairie Gallimard, 1960), p. 258; for a statement of the 
problem somewhat similar to Sartre's, see "Engels to Bloch, 21 September, 
1890" in Selected Works, p, 692, 


26+ eM., pp. 117-128. 
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land"--with the fact of the existence of atomistic freedom remaining 
absolutely central to Marx's analysis. Marx's account of the transaction 
nonetheless remains historical through and through for the objects and 
effects of individual choices are social and define value at the 
attained cultural level of social production, 


My standpoint, from which the evolution of the economic 
formation of society is viewed as a process of natural 
history, can less than any other make the individual 
responsible for relations whose creature he socially 
remains, however, much he may subjectively raise 
himself above them,.<7 


eeethe number and extent of his so-called necessary 
wants, as also the modes of satisfying them, are 
themselves the product of historical development, 
and depend therefore to a great extent on the degree 
of civilization of a country, more particularly on 
the conditions under which, and consequently on the 
habits and degree of comfort in which, the class of 
free labourers has been formed.29 


We pause here in our description of Marx's new dimension to indicate 
the consequences for Althusser of his rejection of Cartesian causality, 
Then we examine the error in Althusser's characterization of reason-- 
the absence of freedom--and show it to be part of a wider problem 
within a historical development: 
eeethe rule of freedom, once brought to pass, necessarily 
turns into the opposite: the automatizing of society and 
human Persyi sete) 
Our task, I argue, is not a rejection of Cartesian reason and the rule 


of freedom as Althusser attempts, which can only serve to perpetuate 


27. Karl Marx, "Preface to the First Ferman Edition” in Capital I, 
Pp. 10, 


28, Capital, Volume I, p. 171. 


29. Horkheimer, Critique of Instrumental Reason, pp. TX=X< 
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existing unfreedom, but the elaboration of a higher logic capable of 


reinstituting the rule of freedon. 


The Burial of Cartesian Reason: Althusser's Rejection of Freedom 
Althusser rejects the notion of “alienation” as a false that is 


to say unscientific, term for, according to him, it is but an imaginary 
relation and “does not describe a reality" ,-9 Althusser has rejected 
individual reason and freedom, portraying the individual as a totally 
31 


determined automaton. This is not the place to attempt an outline 
ef Marx's theory of alienation, Suffice it for the moment to say that 
Marx meant by alienation the loss by man of the ability to control his 
life and profit by his activities.“ Aithusser portrays the break 
between reason and the ordering of one's life not as catastrophe but 
as a necessary development to be pressed forward and celebrated: 

ee.once we have broken with the religious complicity 

between Logos and Being...these tacit pacts in which 

the men of a still fragile age secured themselves 

with magical alliances against the precariousness 

of history and the trembling of their own daring, 22 
Trembling at his own daring, Althusser becomes the archetypal Faust, 


renouncing the ‘magic’ of reason over existence, To continue this third- 


rate melodrama a few more lines, Faust had to break one pact in order to 


- eM., p. 234. 
31. ao. p. 16; FM, p. 229. 


32. Two good treatments on the subject of alienation: Bertell 
Ollman, Alienation, Marx's Conception of Man in Capitalist Society (Cambridge 
University Press, 1971). Istvan Meszaros, Marx's Theory of Alienation 
(London: Merlin Press, 1970). 
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sign another, It is Mephistopheles who gloats at the death of reason. 
Althusser‘s structural causality is waiting in the wings. Simple 
respect requires a viewing of the corpse before interment. 
When we examine Althusser’s version of the "pact between Logos 

and Being”, we see front and center the omission of the Cartesian 
rational determination outlined above, Althusser refers to Hegel, 
somewhat simplistically, as an example of the ‘pact’ in need of breaking, 

The whole of the Hegelian dialectic is here, that is, 

it is completely dependent on the radical presupposit- 

ion of a simple original unity which develops within 

itself by virtue of its negativity, and throughout 

its development only ever restores the original 

ea itvoere dies unity in an ever more ‘concrete’ 

totality. 
This is not the place to defend and elaborate a view of Hegel contrary 
to the one advanced by Althusser, We simply point out that Althusser 
interprets the Hegelian system in the most teleological sense possible, 
such that all freedom is totally absent. ?” Everything is totally detern- 
ined. In Althusser's account, Descartes is not refuted, he is not even 
intelligible. 

The Connections of Logos to Being Through Logic and of Reason to Freedom 
Cartesian reason is linked to freedom since reason without action 

is' useless, Christian Bay rates freedom the most important value for 


it aione, he maintains, allows the securing of the means to satisfy our 


fesigecs Rather than the mystical process of an ever posited and trans~ 


H eM. , ps 197. 


35. For a defence of the freedom content in Hegel's thought, see 
Herbert Marcuse, Reason and Revolution (Boston: Beacon Press, 1960). 


#6. Christian Bay, The Structure of Freedom (New York: Atheneum, 
1965), >. 14, 
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cended opposition of Logos to Being, a totally solipsistic mental proc- 
ess, we see in Being a task for reason that may or may not be satisfact- 
orily completed. This task is only able to unfold when we can discern 
that the world, Being, obeys certain fundamental laws independent of 
our will, that it nonetheless does not behave arbitrarily according to 
the whin of fairies, Here we see the deficiency in Althusser's argument 
that springs from his enormous omission. Long ago, Immanuel Kant 
censured the “dogmatic philosophers"who seek: 

the sources of metaphysical judgements in metaphysics 

itself, and not apart from it in the pure jaws of 

reason Cceneriiy me 37 
Ey simply opposing Logos 0 Being, Althusser omits the fact of the law- 
like behavior of the world itself, necessitating the human freedom to 
intervene physically, to select between different causes leading to 
different effects, and to work through cause to desirable ends, thereby 
renewing and increasing the free power of the logically reasoning 
individual, This growth of freedom is only possible when the individual 
4s "being logical", when his logic of understanding is adequate to the 
logic of moticn of the world before him, 


Bourgeois theory has always advanced an essentially non-substantive 
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notion of freedom, This constituted its greatest achievement. For Hobbes, 


as for Machiavelli, freedom simply meant the ability to use or abuse 
nature and one's fellows at one's own risk of reprisals official or non- 
official, in short, a freedom from control by the final causes which 
figured so highly in medevil political theology, The doctrine was 
revolutionary because it freed the individual from superstition and 


irrational fear, identifying the human person as an irreducible unit of 


2? *. tmmanuel Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics (New York: 


Liberal Arts Press, 1950), p. 19. 
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' autonomy and reason, Freedom could be advanced as non-substantive for, 
consonant with the definition of freedom we have advanced above, the 
theory did not need to specify the content of this of that act, 
Instead of the hidden transcendental presence of a ghostiy unmoved 
mover engendering 2 “final cause" to every act, man himself consciously 
occupied the transcendental realm, during the Enlightenment and after, 
with logical categories and material values which he could articulate 
and fulfill through his practice. The value structure was constructed 
through a renewed awareness of scarcity; logic and freedom were the tcols 
to meet scarcity through the creation of material gcods. The Mourcestete 
was characterized by its fantastic ingenuity (the reality of its freedom) 
in the states against scarcity. Yet its logic and goals worked to 
reduce nature and individuals te things. It was characteristic of the 
Cartesian method: 

eeetO divide up each of the difficulties I examined 

into as many parts as possible...(then) commencing 

with objects that were the most simple and easy to 

understand, in order to rise little by little, or 

by degrees, to knowledge of the most complex... 
Thus the mystical connection linking flora, fauna, minerals to the 
absolute was sundered. Ernst Cassirer identifies the Logos with this 
overcoming of superstition,29 The capitalist market could function 
once different goods and materials were able to be calculated and con- 
pared to each other and competition undertaken for the most efficient means 
of their production, 


The gift of reason, conscious life activity in the broad sense of 


38 


39. Ernst Cassirer, The Myth of the State (New Haven: Yale Univer- 
sity Press, 1946), Part I. 


* Descartes, p. 92. 
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mastery over the vicissitudes of nature and control over one's person, 


distinguishes man from the rest of the animal world. As Marx puts its 


The animal is immediately identifiable with his life 
activity. It does not distinguish itself from it. 

It is its life-activity, Man makes his life-activity 
itself the object of his will and of his consciousness. 

He has conscious life activity, It is not a determination 
with which he directly merges, Conscious life activity 
directly distinguishes man from animal life-activity. 


It is also true that as the world grows, as one’s relation to nature 
more and more becomes mediated through one's relation to seelety ae 
this power of comprehension is becoming lost to us, 
It is an empirical fact that separate individuals have, 
with the broadening of their activity into world-hist- 
orical activity, become more and more enslaved under 
@ power alien to them...a power which has become more 
and more enormous and, in hs last instance, turns 
out to be the world market.’ 
Powers set in motion by the onslaught against nature of the earlier, 
bourgeois reason and freedom have in turn necessitated the historical 
task of the communist revolution, which is to gain: 
seethe control and conscious mastery of these powers, 
which, born of the action of men on one another, have 


till now overawed and governed men as powers complete- 
ly alien to then, 3 


-51i- 


When one stage in the ascent of reason has grown deficient, to renounce 


altogether the role of reason and freedom to the securing of cur needs 


is, as R, D, Laing warns, to resort to pure folly, to a faith that is 


ho 


* Karl Marx, The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts ef 1844 
(New York: International Publishers, 1964), Edited with an Introducticn 


by Dirk J, Struik, p. 113. 
44 


2. Karl Marx & Frederick Engels, The German Ideology (New Yorks 
International Publishers, 1947), pp. 27-28. 


43 


* Meszaros, pp. 104ff, 
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as suicidal as it is blinds 

It is the ethic of the Gadarene swine, to remain 

true, one for all and all for one, as we plunge 

in brotherhood to our destruction, 
If reason has been the cause of unreason and unfreedom, Marcuse insists 
that “reason alone contains its own enon the one sure path 
that Bay, Laing, and Marx entreat us onto, Rather than simply opposing 
Logos--in this case bourgeois theory--to social Being, I wish to 
identify the logic, or quality of reason, common to both theory and 
practice in the bourgeois period. Again in the words of Marcuse: 


I believe it is Reason itself ch is the undialectical 
element in Hegel's philosophy. 


In other words, it is not a question of simply opposing Logos to Being. 


For if reason is to be undialectical, it is to be common to both theory 


and practice, What is required is a universal logic, up to now an anal- 


ytical logic, common to the procedures of both thinking and doing. But 
once a universal logic is common to both thinking and doing, through 
the doing man modifies his world (as well as his thinking) in a specif- 
ically constrained manner, He not only affects a change of form in 
the material on which he works, but he also realizes a purpose of his 
own that gives the law to his modus operandi, and to which he must sub- 
ordinate his seein The undialectical nature of reason by no means 


requires an ahistorical reason, While recognizing unavoidable lawful 


My, 
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Rep) Walne wl he Pold-ticssor; erience and the Bird of Paradise 
(Aylesbury, Bucks: Penguin Books, ea, Din7oe 


45» Marcuse, Reason and Revolution, p. ATII. 
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424 Capital, Volume I, p. 178. 
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objectivity in the external world, the very form of this objectivity and 
the choice of how to work within it are evolving features of what Marx 
calls “anthropological nature", 


Industry is the actual, historical relationship of 
nature, and therefore of natural science, to man. 


By equating nature to science throvgh man's productive activity, Marx 
defines a universal logic, Marx continues: 


If, therefore, industry is conceived as the exoteric 
revelation of man's essential powers, we also gains 
an understanding of the human essence of nature or 
the natural essence of man, In consequence, natural 
science will lose its abstractly material--or rather, 
its idealistic--tendency, and will become the basis 
of human science, as it has already become the basis 
of actual human life, albeit in an estranged form, 

One basis for life and another basis for science 
is a priori a lie. The nature which develops in human 
history--the genesis of human society--is man's real 
nature; hence nature as it develops through industry, 
even thougn 428 an estranged form, is true anthropolog- 
ical nature,’ 


In the Introduction, we defined scientific theory, though depend- 
ent upon what is, as a negation of what is, or, in other words, as the 
"power of the negative’, and we also insisted that thought, though a 
force in the world, can not be reduced to physical processes, Once 
reason is seen as the ability to use togic and is not totally collapsed 
4nto logic, reason requires the substance of freedom, This formulation 
agrees with Chomsky's notion of freedom as: 

ee erule-governed behavior and the possibilities for 
free and creative action within the framework of a 


system of rules...innate propertiss but permitting 
an infinite use of finite means,” 


Hh Marx, 1844+ Manuscripts, p. 143. 
49+ Tota, . 
50. 


Noam Chomsky, "Language and Freedom" in For Reasons of State 
(New York: Vintage Books, 1973), p. 405. 
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Within freedom thrive creativity and imagination. 


REASON AND THE COMMODITY FORM 
The universal logic, a historical form of reason, is a technclogy 

for meeting human need; from the very first stages of the industrial 
revolution onward the need for commodities, Cartesian logic initiated, 
we submit, a stage in the human project preparatory to bringing to a 
close the enstehungs-geschichte (prehistory) of the species in material 
scarcity, The strength of this logic eventually turns out to be its 
fault. By his thinking and his doing, man reduces nature (and eventual- 
ly himself through the ways men relate to one another) to the status 
of analytically manageable commodities, Thus Marx refers to the 
bourgeois character of the scientific laws of nature, 

ee Descartes, in defining animals as mere machines, 

saw with eyes of the manufacturing period, while to 

the eyes of the middle ages, animals were assistants 

to man...That Descartes, like Bacon, anticipated an 

alteration in the form of production, and the pract- 

ical subjugation of Nature by Man, as a result of the 

altered methods of thought, is plain from his “Discours 

de la Methode't 51 

At the beginning of this chapter we quoted two sources, Althusser 

and McLuhan, in support of our contention that a particular model of 
causality, Cartesian in character, arose to universal heights in the 
bourgeois period, Behind Marx, we now add C, B, Macpherson to the list, 
Macpherson traces the universalization of this logic, with respect both 


to its populatization and the scope of its application, to the period 


j1 Marx, Capital I, p. 390 note. 
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_of the triumph of the early bourgeoisie, 


The materialism of the seventeenth century was a 
mechanical materialism which read into the natural 
world the kind of relations which the materialist 
philosophers saw in bourgeois society. The relation 
of material objects to each other could be stated 
in laws of mechanical force just as the relations 
of individuais could be seen as the relations of 
units reduced to equality by the market, The | 
doctrine of final causes could be dropped from 

the analysis of the physical world by men who saw 
individuals as directed not by final causes but 

by the impersenal forces which appear to dominate . 
the lives of individuals in the bourgeois seciety.,7* 


Cartesian reason led into the capitalist period, was universalized in 
the early stages of capitalism and, at the same time, unleashed the 
development of a new force requiring a new reason to comprehend it, to 
comprehend the changing human identity. The latter development occurs 
when man takes his own reason and freedom to be a thing, the commodity 
of instrumental reason, 

The capitalist epoch is therefore characterized by 

this, that labour power takes in the eyes of the 

labourer himself the form of a commodity which is 

his property; his labour consequently becomes wage- 

labour, On the other hand, it is only from this 

moment that the produce of labour universally tecomes 

a commodity. 53 
It may seem that to portray logic as something historical and, further, 
to tie its social existence and its transformation to the production 
process, even though in the most general sense as man's relation to 
nature, is to go too far, But if Marx ‘overly concentrates’ on the 
economic, it is because bourgeois society has to this day overly 
concentrated on the economic to the point where it has brought into 
question the continued existence of the biosphere while stretching the 


52. C, B, Macpherson, Democratic Theor; Hssays in Retrieval 


(Oxford: University Press, 1973), p. 247. 
53. 


Marx, Capital I, p. 1790 note, 
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human substance to the breaking point--the most universal life categories 
we possess, To break the connection welding reason to commodification 
is thus a historical as well as a philosophical problem, Cartesian 
reason suited men who were poor, alone, and emerging from the mental 

and physical strait-jacket cf feudalism for it confirmed their identity 
in what they were--rugged individualists, separate atoms of society, 

free from domination by feudal overlami and evil spirits, But it does 
not suit us who have for so long used it, the infinitely more rich who 
are universally dependent on each other and on the total environment 
that, by so commodifying, is being pushed to its limits. 

Thus the procedure we have chosed for understanding social change, 
besides its realism has the further advantage that it allows us to pose 
the way out as lying onward and upward. tt allows characterization of 
the organization of the human project in terms of a fundamental need 
category and a specific technology, both historical, that require for 
their functioning the reality of freedom. Meszaros says thats 

According to Marx all necessity is “historical necessity", 
namely "a disappearing necessity" (eine verschwindende 


Notwendigkeit). This concept...leaves the doors wide sh 
open as regards the future development of human society, 


The fundamental need category no longer serves human need when it is no 
longer serviced by freedom, nor is it then anymore the centrepiece to 
the advance of reason, Freedom itself is at stake, but at a level such 
that redemption can only be posed as a fundamental problem of reason, 
Cartesian fire flows unchecked into an inferno, the evil spirit of our 


undirected social power, which Allen Ginsberg calls Moloch, the ancient 


eheuaereros, Alienation, p, 118 quoting Karl Marx, Grundrisse der 
Kritik der Politischen Okonomie (Rohentwurf, 1857-1858) (Dietz Verlag, 
Berlin, 1953) 9 pe 716, , 
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god of the Phoenicians to whom human victims were sacrificed. 


Moloch! Solitude! Filth! Ugliness! Ashcans and 
unobtainable dollars! Moloch whose mind is pure 
machinery! Moloch whose blood is running money! 
Moloch whose fingers are ten armies! Moloch whose 
breast is a cannibal dynamo! Moloch whose ear is 
a smoking tomb! 


Transformation and Eclispe of Reason: In Governing Bourgeois Practice 
and in Governing Bourgeois Theory, 


Commodities, manufactured and exchanged as atomistic units, have 
gone with a notion of man as atomistic, the physical intervenor into the 
processes of nature and the sturdy,individual contributor of his produce 
upon the market place, But that beneficial spirit, the ‘invisible hand', 
can not be relied upon forever, The continued application of atomistic, 
mechanical reason and freedom turns into its opposite. But to under- 
stand why this should be so requires a new science for it is incomprehen- 
sible within the old, Marx observes: 


This sphere that we are deserting, within whose bound- 
aries the sale and purchase of labour-power goes in, 
is in fact a very Eden of the innate rights of man, 
There alone rule Freedom, Equality, Property and 
Bentham,..The only force that brings them together 
and puts them in relation with each other, is the 
selfishness, the gain and the private interests of 
each, Each looks to himself only, and no one troubles 
himself about the rest, and just because they do so, 
do they all, in accordance with the pre-established 
harmony of things, or under the auspices of an all- 
shrewd providence, work together to their mutual ad- 
vantage, for tne common weal and the interest of all,29 


With the operation of the law of value, there occurs a continuous 
enlargement of the ranks of the proletariat. An increasing division of 


labor, where labour-power is bought and sold, reduces the labour of the 


55. Marx,ecapitalel,apent7o. 
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individual to abstract social labour, © Instead of using his reason to 
adjust his personal relation to nature, a worker's labour time is 
bought and his activities, reduced +o repetiton of a few simple functions 
in relation to a machine, are set in notion by the owner of his labour~ 
time, More and more, rational planning is taken from the smaller 
entrepreneurs and transferred to a decreasing number of capitalists, 
Accordingly, the scope of reason and freedom shrink before the repetit- 
ive, intellectualized processes of technology, As Herbert Marcuse puts 
iti 

For the social process of automation expresses the 

transformation, or rather the transubstantiation of 

labor power, in which the latter, separated from the 

individual, becomes an andependent producing object? 
When production loses its subjective character, becoming to the contrary 
objectives 

ee ereality constitutes a more progressive stage of 

alienation, The latter (reality) has become entire- 

ly objective; the subject which 1s alienated is swal- 

lowed up by its alienated existence, There is only 58 

one dimension, and it is everywhere and in all forms, 
Reason exists, to be sure, But, less than its object and the forces it 
sets in motion, reason becomes qualitatively reduced in scope, renouncing 
comprehension, and with it over-all responsibility, for the construction 
of one's life, 


Marx maintains that anything less than conscious life-activity is 


for man alienation and sub-human activity, Cartesian mechanical reason 


5. Karl Marx, A Contribution to the Critique of Political Econom 
(New York: International Publishers, 1970), Edited with an Introduction 


by Maurice Dobb, ASE 
37. Herbert Marcuse, One Dimensional Man (Boston: Beacon Press, 1964), 
p. 36. 
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initiated the growth of freedom which has over time led into the relative 
alienation of freedom, Only reason can lead the way out, but only when 
reason is no longer eoinens into its Cartesian stage, For behind its 
banner as the white knight of reason and freedon the bourgeoisie carries 
the social form it created onward towards extinction, while society 
continues to scramble for an intensifying production and consumption, 

We now schematically observe the ea and decline of bourgeois 
theory: decline measured as emasculatimof the theory of freedom. The 
leading bourgois theorists, we submit, are those first to zdjust the 
theory of freedom--usually democratic theory--to changes that are occur- 
ing in the ongoing social practice, This practice of theorizing allows 
(bourgeois) society to continue to see in its activities a confirmation 
of the human identity and, as such, continuation of the rule of re2son 
and freedom, Taking Chomsky’s medel of rule-governed behavior to depict 
ie oe of freedom and the unity of theory and practice, the social 
rules are adjusted to the ever more rationaized behavior so that, as 
the rules become more concrete (through Taylorism, automation and 
bureaucratization) and more equal to and more like the behavior to be 
performed, the space for freedom in the theory decreases just as there 
becomes less and less space for practical human intervention, Cr, as 
we have quoted Marcuse, "there is only one dimension and it is everywhere 
and in all forms", By adjusting theory to the decline of freedom, bourg- 
eois democratic theory itself declines, becomes dismal and contradictory 
in its identity quest as it gnaws away at the original freedom postulates 
of democracy (for example, Pareto, Schumpeter, Dahl) on behalf of a 


society turning into the anathema of democracy, And it also becones 
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dismal in a practical sense outlined above, progressively renouncing 
its position as captain of society and defender of the free in the face 
of the inexorable process laws of the dialectic of surplus-value, 

After a lengthy narrowing of the gap between human values and on- 
going social practice, freedom shrinks to the most instrumental form 
of reason (aligned to some desparate production or consumption and the 
rest is emptiness) normative justification disappears altogether (as in 
Sartre), and social theory collapses into practice as positivist 
apologetics, This is the point wnere Althusser commences his ‘critique 
of empiricisn’, of the ‘pact between Logos and Being’: 

eeein the first case that the ‘logical’ order, being 
identical in essence with the real order...can only 
follow the real order; in the second case that the 

real order being identical in essence with the ‘logical’ 
order,..must follow the logical order. 29 

in resume, freedom and originality in commodity production became 
a thing, measured and rewarded on the market, by greater access to 
commodity consumption, But once freedom was also seen as a thing in 
the employ of capitalism, reducing it to an instrumental reason and 
enlarge the ranks of the proletariat, the social laws of the market 
could come into existence above and beyond this freedon, 

Before Marx appears on the scene, perhaps. the most Cerere tae 
and advanced cf the bourgeois thinkers, John Stuart Mill, rejects the 
ugliness of the capitalist society of his day and beings to grapple 
with its contradictions, Mill as well holds to a non-substantive 


notion of freedom,. The content of individual goals and wants are to be 


be a matter for free individual choice, certainly not to be centrally 


59. RC., p. 47, 
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imposed by government, Mill vigorously and openly defends freedom for, 
as he saw it, the free self-development of the individual is both a 
means and also an end, Only through the practice of freedom can freedom 
be preserved and extended, the sine qua non of all need satisfaction, 

Yet Mill’s theory of freedom also contains a substantive notion of 
“higher needs", Mill desired a society no Teneee characterized by “the 
tramping and treading to get on", But Mill's theory begins to depart 
from practice when practice itself does not rise higher than the god 
of private consumption of commodities, Rather than narrowing the gap 
between theory and practice, Mill widens it, Mill's ethical liberalisn 
has tended to peter out in the other-wordly retreat of the ‘parlor pink’, 
What should it have petered out? 

Mill thought that the system of private property with member co-ops 
competing ina capitalist, market-place environment, would lead gradually 
fottransitionito thssticner necde ant tetera tet eee 
development. Decades after the Millsian revolt in Western Canada, with 
its numerous co-op attempts, Mill's developmental expectations have not 
been fulfilled, Instead of an increasing individual freedom, there has 
followed bureaucratization and the concentration of capital, instead of 
diversity and autonomy, in all advanced Western states there have develop- 
ed mass societies and conformity to consumer idols, 

Compensation for the numbing, alienating effects of meaningless, erd- 


less labour for private profit occurs in the form of a paycheck, itself 


‘a numbing narcotic that blocks transcendence in the working class of 
a system of commodification of human labour as the yardstick for meas-- 
uring value within a social system of insatiable productivity and 


waste. Among the sector of the "the haves' at the consumptien end, we find 
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more pronounced the same cretinization in consumption. No one can pre- 
dict the next outrageous creation of greed in the search for, on the 
one hand, ever new sources of private profit and on the ether the empty 
totems of scoial advancement and class superiority that people are fool- 


. 


ish enough to grovel ove 6 In such a situation, distributive justice 
may have its hands full maintaining social peace, and loyalty to its 
objectives, while it becomes an increasingly dismal and diverting pre- 
occupation, What is required is not a tinkering with the artificial 
scarcity within obscene consumption but a transformation of need categor- 
ies to higher needs, Mill at least saw this much, 

Mill staked every fibre of his being on his conviction that the 
class society taking shape before his eyes could be overcome and that 
man could be much more than he presently was. However, Mill's solution 
left intact the roct of the problem in the historical link of freedom 
to Cartesian logic and in turn to the commodity form and the prevailing 
universal form of social production, While Cartesian logic and the 
commodity form predominate, a self-propelling developmental fixation 
continues on at the level of the lower needs, Yet why this should be 
so is invisible to a quality of consciousness tailored to attent to ' 
the business at hand', Lukacs observes that: 

The distinction between a worker faced with a particular 
machine, the entrepreneur faced with a given type of 
mechanical development, the technologist faced with the 
state of science and the profitability of its application 


to technology, is purely quantitative; it does not direct- 
ly entail any qualitative difference in the structure of 


60. Erica Jong provides a humorous list of these pursuits in a 
passage from her recent book, Fear of Flying, See Appendix A, 
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consciousness, 
Lukacs sees in Marx's analysis of commodities, from which both Critique 
of Political Economy and Capital unravel the totality of the capitalist 
process, a revelation of the historical seal of capitalist society and 
a thorough going critique of reification, pointing to the possibility 
of a revolution where, along with institutional change and power change, 
human consciousness and understanding undergo a broad change of dimension 
and scope. : 

Mill*s proposal for higher needs, though noble, is an ethics that 
does not get off the ground because Mill sticks, rightly, with non-sub- 
stantive freedom, wrongly within Cartesian dynamics and the commodity 
form which it uses but does not comprehend, Mill accordingly does not 
spell out the broad structure of reason and freedom capable of securing 
the higher needs because he has a deficient understanding of the logic 
of capitalism and of the nature of the higher needs, Mill's proposal 
for free social change, for self-development through self-development, 
properly posed is the problem of the neck development of reason, 
the touchstone for a qualitively higher evolution of the species. But 
the critique of reason is useless if confined to ‘pure’ theory and an 
ethical widening of the gap between theory and patie. Only after beg- 
inning with practice and a eteslvach: of the adequacy of theory to on- 
going practice does there arise a practical plea for the unity of theory 
and practice. As Marx puts it: | 

All social life is essentially practical. All the 
mysteries which urge theory into mysticism find their 


rational solution in human practice and in the compre- 
hension of this practice. 02 


oat Georg Lukacs, History and Class Consciouness (London: Merlin 
Press, 1971), p. 98. 


62. German Ideology, p. 199. 


Karl Marx, ‘Theses on Feuerback" #8, in 


echiie tui tek aD ona e eae vest wares 
no leoemhe to’ binky barge 6 dara ie malamaesiarsmm 


tit Hotite nerd pitlor Mpumly, ae ‘rot ‘Hdooyona pew 


cme pry we Pity tg” * ety Bie 12) sade entidig ait en sy Sake aa. 


atahboity 35° jai tae shiner *ealkdiee Kien Grtidew weoboott Opbdaade 
ee een ae ee el iy doteae eet 
qabtrone fo STan ae, nef Best Tis: aby ® “4 ppdavede, “haber ods tym Plage 
ol iyal. ott 2" sabia ave tee “teksto ened severed aboot todyat oat 
Lomogcng 8! ares BEoy tached ott 74, oy arrotmem a ly Se ea bisttgao te 
dienes iqvexds dnoncohevel tae we; agsade Lategn gon at 


- 


| CUBRET. 70 Jramyoleweb: aytiair pop aia, ee -#> bepeg laeqaxe 


tue  .méisuye | orig Yo A dlwis fuatebes iad italy ¢ ‘yet soasudoued odd 
Sas XX ae me: 

nk ‘exbuils *ssiq! oo besbaAed Fi evicony ‘st aw to Percy hee 

ws atk 

-god waa vino * wat f5u2g ban “ena pewaee ra ate to anisibey leabsiae 


Wey 


Bh" al een te yunhipebe ‘oti 40 mupl ahr é wae vadigos Ate aban 
vious te ibis a “it sai Lavi 4 “antixa ovsets wot ooksenag antem 


- a sun Ra WA wigtgobay bap 


ogy DEA eer re pe re at ete! Letone - 
ghee? badd métotian ose bas any fota —-" 
~aIgMoy eg% mh Sia M2 st heehee, Sane! *S 
a i ee .: : ‘blak es ae eo oe 


Wins) 
+ (4, Mere 2 as ted oe oe Phe, er 
id »® 


ad 


atiselt at gecesi ares 
= + 5 , as ae ms <i Ti 


ae | : 


, ta 


To change society is to meet different, faipher needs, But to change 
society is ultimately to change the people in society, For society to 
change freely rather then fatedly, for change to involves a breakthrough 
rather than a renunciaticn cf reason ar freedom, each person requires 
a logic capable of contributing to his own change and to the change of 
the rest of society, Here we simply say that the new need is for com- 
munity, the new logic: dialectics. 

With Jean-Paul Sartre, bourgeois freedom comes full circle back to 
Eannee and Machiavelli and to questions of the stability ef freedom at 
the end of a world order, Gone from Sartre's treatment are substantive 
a where freedom is aligned with need categories, Freedom is treat- 
ed by Sartre as an ontological category: 

To be free does not mean to obtain what one has wished, 
but rather by oneself to determine oneself to wish (in 
the broad sense of chooeling 2 In other words, success 
is not important to freedom, 
Yet this seems to contradict with Sartre's almost Millsian notion of 
individual eereederolcmmens through freedom, 


L'homme n'est rien d’autre que ce qu'il faife Tel est 
la premiere principe de l*existentialisme, 


If it is a contradiction, it is also a practical contradiction that is 
reai and lived daily. The individual is blocked by the action of "the 
other” in the (existential) war of all against all. Much of Sartre's on- 
tology is an elaborate exposition of the process whereby individual 

egos struggle to reduce each other to objects and to at the same time 


escape from the shells of objectivity imposed on one by other egos, 


63. Jean-Paul Sartre, Being and Nothingness (New York: Citadel 
Press, 1956), Translated and with an Introduction by Hazel E, Barnes, 
Pp. 459. 


64. Jean-Paul Sartre, "L'Existentialisme Est Un Humanisme" in French 
Prose (Toronto: Macmillan Company, 1957), Edited by Galpin and Milligan, 
p. 148, 
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Each individual is a consciousness and thus a transcendence who also 
continually tries, with no prospect of much success, to transcend other 
transcendences, other individuals, R, D, Laing laments this condition 
wheres 

As was continues, both sides come more and more to 

resemble each other, The uroborus eats its own tail. 

The wheel turns full circle. Shall we realize that 

We anc Them are shadows of each other? We are Them 

to Them be They are Them to Us, When will the veil 

be lifted?°? 
Theory and practice, in Sartre's vocabulary "being for-itself and being 
in-itself" are never joined, according to Sartre, From this he concludes 
both the permanence of ontological freedom--"freedom can not escape 


o 


its Ber erenCel ecard the fact that “all are on principle doomed to 
67 . 


failure", According to Sartre, we are both condemened to be free and 
for our freedom to be futile, What this translates to is that we can 
not escape conscious awareness of the futility of our freedom, It is 
characteristic of this futile freedom that it attempts to reduce evey- 
thing and everyone, even itself, to the status of a thing. The manipul- 
ative, commodifying Cartesian individual in late bourgeois society, him- 
self commodified and manipulated by others, is a failure in his human 
interrelationships, His eOnecioleness is separated from his being: from 
himself and from his social being with others, 

Sartre defended the mind, as did Descartes, against all attempts at 
mechanical reduction, Descartes claimed the "res cogitans" to be "infinite 


and unextended"., For Descartes, the substance of freedom meant the spring- 


65. Laine. ids O36 


66. Sartre, Being and Nothingness, P. 463, 
67. tbid,; >. 545. 
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board for changing the world: by discovering the latter's laws and by 
then acting, 

The Cartesian subject, conscious ef its power, faced 

an objective world which rewarded calculation, con-= 

quest, and domination. ..© 
In our day we are no longer rewarded, Cartesian consciousness and free- 
dom has reduced the world, including the social world, into mechanical 
form and has reached the contradiction where reason (in the full sense 
as logic and freedom together), reducing the world to things, 1s at a 
scope where consciousness itself threatens to disappear if reduction 
continues, Cartesian consciousness, employed in the struggle against 
scarcity, takes the social relations which have grown up in the on- 
slaught against scarcity “as what they really are, material relations 
between persons and social relations betwen francs Og Thus the subject 


70 


exists in “an iron circle of frustration and failure", Sartre never 
does depart from the atemistic notion of humans as colliding individual 
molecules with antagonistic consciousnesses. But for Sartre, the ‘gulf 
of being', the lack of being-in-and-for-itself, no longer poses a 
problem to be overcome by reason and freedom as it did for Descartes. 
Though Sartre claims to have raised an ontological defence of freedom, 


va 


he also marks an acute crisis: the point where reason requires a 


68. Herbert Marcuse, Studies in Critical Philosophy (Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1972 NLB), Translated by Joris de Bres, p. 159. 


69. 
70. 


Marx, Capital I, pe Ce 
Marcuse, Studies in Critical Philosophy, p. 159. 


a. The notion of a crisis point at the limits of a world-view, as 
has been advanced herein, roughly compares to Imre Lakatos" notion of 
"degenerating problem shifts," (see Lakatos, "Falsification and the 
Methodology of Scientific Research Programmes" in Lakatos, Musgrave 
editors, Criticism and the Growth of Knowledge, Cambridge: University 
Press, 1970, 
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quantum leap before freedom can be reaffirmed as the requirement of 
reason for the conscious ordering of human life. In like fashion to 
the theorists of the flat world, Sartre extrapolates the crisis point 
to the very ends of the human worlds 

«sethere is nevertheless a human universality of 

condition,,,all the limitations which a priori 

define man's fundamental situation in the universe. 

His historical sitvations are variable: man may be 

born a slave in a pagan society, or may be a feudal 

baron, or a proletarian, But what neyer vary are the 

necessities of being in the world... 
After speliing out these universal limitations of being in the world, 
Sartre*s ontology draws to a close by concluding that man is a “useless 
passion" and “une chose de vomie"., Like the theorists of the flat world, 
he ends with heli. For the ancients, The Pillars of Hercules marked the 
end of the known and the gates to hell, Beyond the crisis in knowledge 
glistened a new world, Sartre too is good enough to name the gates to 
his hell: “The hell is other people", 2 Beyond this Gibraltor, after 
a breakthrough in reason as logic and freedom, lies the new social 
world, 

Accordingly, we see in Sartre the most extreme separation of theory 
and practice where freedom and practice, the individual and society, are 
still expressed in the categories of reason and freedom. The eternal 
virgin bride, free consciousness, silently awaits her hero, the new 


need, to lead consciousness away from the purely contemplative pose, 


connecting, through a new logic, needs and social reality, requiring the 


(26: Fean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism & Humanism (London: Eyre 
Methuen Ltd,, 1973), p. 46. 


736 Jean-Paul Sartre, No Exit (New York: Alfred Knopf, 1947), p. 61. 
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advent of freedom and the rebirth of reason. (We refer here only to the 
phenomenology of creativity, not to specific males or females). 
What is for Sartrean theory the gulf between being and consciousness 
is taken to its absurd logical conclusion by Althusser, Althusser claims 
that man is indeed not free, but in Althusser's theory this is because 
freedom disappears altogether, as does the break between consciousness 
and being, and with it the knowledge preblem. The function of ‘the gulf', 
across which individuals are useless and futile, is continued and legical- 
ly extended in Aithusser's notion of the "epistemological break, 7 
With the break, the unity of theory and practice, reason and freedom, is 
finally proclaimed by Althusser to be sundered, 
Marxism is, in a single movement and by virtue 
of the unique epistemological rupture which 
established it, an anti-humanism and an anti- 
historicisn, ‘7 

Man disappears from the account of things; 
Once this connection between rational thought and 


spatio-temporal reality is severed, the “interest 
of freedom disappears completely from philosophy. 


76 

Instead of theory guiding practice, Althusser proposes the notion of 

distinct “practices” functioning automatically on their own, What 

Althusser calls the classical knowledge problem disappears, Rather 

than the interface of consciousness and being to be overcome through 

responsible practice, the masses are said to live in a totally determined, 
b, 

i FM., pp. Y-5. 

Te RC., U 119. 


oP Yack Herbert Marcuse, "The Concept of Essence" in Negations (Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1968), p. 57. 
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“secreted” ideological practice,’” To me, this smacks of fascism and 
the "volksgeist", It is capitalism that fascism develops out of, 
Freedom for atomistic calculation and manipulation, portrayed from 
Hobbes through Bentham and Sartre as non-substantive, put cryptically, 
finds itself without its non-substance, Only Marcuse'’s “one objective 
dimension remains", According to Conilh, Althusser's vision may be 
captured by relating it to social change in France since 1940: 

No doubt we can measure here the contemporary malaise, 

our malaise, The existential anguish born from the 

war, in the night of the occupation, is no longer 

apparent; it is muted by a huge stupor before the ful~ 

ness of our knowledge and our unlimited powers, This 

knowledge surrounds us completely, it penetrates us 

to our deepest intimacy, I% is our mode of being and 

doing, our ineluctable presence in the world, Nothing 

can escape it and declamations against science are 

merely laughable hypocrisy. / 
With total objectivity arises the spector of total science, When the 

future is no longer guided by social theory and human will, instead 

determined by autonomously functioning structures, then the task of 
science becomes redefined as value-free knowledge of the given, 


Althusser proposes a "structural causality": 


eee tne goueeus of the effectivity of a structure on 
its elements, 7 


For, once there is thought to be a law-like development that science 


can in principle uncover, then it is again the ‘all-shrewd providence’ 


0. FM., Pp. m3ce 

78. Conilh, "Lecture de Althusser", Esprit, 35:360 (May, 1967) 899, 
quoted and translated in Mark Poster, “Althusser on History Without Man" 
in Political Theory, November, 1974, p. 405. 
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that is to keep us from sweeping over the cliff into bankruptcy, famine, 
atavism, a crumbling of the Tower of Civilization, failure of the species, 
After the epistemological break, exotic new possibilities appear for 
theory when we are no longer stuck in: 

the ontological category of the present (which) prevents 

any anticipation of historical time, any conscious anti- 

cipation of the future development of the concept, any 

knowledge of the future, 90 
Once the book of the Logos is slammed shut and the gulf of being sealed 
‘over, Althusser is no longer constrained to verify knowledge through 
experience, through practice. His “theoretical practice" frees him fron 
time to trace the development of the concept off into the most rarified 
atmospheres of theory to prove that, through the future which must become, 
all will be well, Marcuse thinks otherwise: 

Only as long as reason is constitutively directed 

tcward empirically given "material" can Shs 

spontaneity be more than mere imagination. 

The large German Communist party existing before World War II 

suddenly and almost without a trace capitulated to Hitler while lulled 
by a false belief in historical determinism as the inevitability of 
Communism, Only the crisis of a contradictory social order is inevitable, 
Though man has probed the near planets of our solar system, fascism will 
remain a distinct possibility so long as man does not explore his own 
inner space, the newly assembled social existence that has functioned 
through capitalism: the vast collective subconsciousness of the human 


species, At the height of its glory, Athens for a short time explored 


this connection through the Socratic method, But its universals were 


80. F0., pe 95. 
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Marcuse, Negations, D. 57. 
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destined historically to be more religious, idealistic, abstract 
because more general than those governing the social reality. Thus 
its exploration trailed off into the life of contemplation and was un~ 
able materially to sustain itself. 

What is required today is that social existence must be brought 
under social control, For this to be an enlargement upon freedom, 
social control must come through the social practice of sane communitar- 
ian individuals who do not rhagkire ice bow down and defer to an extern- 
21 ‘collective' presence that is, in Laing's term, “everywhere else- 
ene Society once organized on the basis of the market-place 
individualism that grew out of the decline of feudalism has come into 
conflict with its evolved community basis. The political theory of 
liberalism does not pose the need for community at par with individual 
liberty, nor, I submit, do the extant treatments of community adequately 
defend the notion of the evolution of liberty, Community and individual 
liberty need to be redefined logically and epistemologically to make 
them intelligible as compatible human needs, In short, we link social 
change with a qualitative structural change in the human experience, 
encompassing needs, logic, and the scope of freedom, In the words of 
Mao: | 

The struggle of the proletariat and the revolutionary 
people to change the world comprises the fulfilment 
of the following tasks: to change the objective world 
and, at the same time, their own subjective world--to 


change their cognitive ability and change the igyeebehnis 
between the subjective and the objective world, 3 


82, 
S Laing, p. 71. 


83. Mao Tse-Tung, "On Practice” in Selected Works Volume I (Peking: 
Foreign Languages Press, 1967), p. 308. 
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And as Marx says: 

eeenew forces and new passions spring up in the bosom 

of society; but the old social organization fetters 

them and keeps them down, It must be annihilated; 

it is annihilated, 
Fascism equally can arise from the new passions, the pressing need for 
community, but from the bourgeois point of view as the need for consen- 
sus in the face of a cnllapsing social order, while from the point of 
view of the alienated masses of the people as the need for community but, 
dependent on bourgeois technology, expressed through the atomistic 
logic as universal deference. The new needs and forces require a break- 
through in reason and freedom to actualize them as the moment: 

for completely banishing darkness from the world...and 

for changing the world inke a world of light such as 

never previously existed. 
Otherwise, just when humanity is on tHe brink of for the first time 
ap ctep oe making history instead of having it driven by the age-old 
mechanisms of competition and scarcity, a powerful leader will set 
himself up with a police network covered over by propaganda organs 
describing the latest jog in the historical forces, As the situation 
continues to deteriorate from the unsolved, unmastered secret of the 
commodity form--for ecology as for the human substance--the leader will 
exploit a fear of the unknown, ‘the hell", that we have come to the 
brink of--which is the social subconscious--into a fear and respect of 
history as a powerful independent specter, ae will manipulate the 
masses from the position as the man of destiny specially forged by hist- 


ory, portraying his own lost soul as the one organ of truth, 


ot Karl Marx, Chapter I, p. 762, 


85. Mao, p, 308, 
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The issue for this thesis as a whole is how the distinctly 
historical dimension beyond Cartesian reason, itself historical, is to 
be understood, what laws operate there, how and why do they operate and, 
ultimately, how is this new dimension to be used and by whom, Is it 
the private domain of the structuralist philosophers, perentially below 
the consciousness of the masses, from which a structural -causality 
operates? Or is it the region of alienation and mystification, to be 
abolished at the advent of socialism, leading to the conscious product- 
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APPENDIX A 


And how they livel...electronic ice crushers, wine coolers, bedside 
machines which make synthesized sea noises, automatic egg-decapitators, 
humidifiers, dehumidifiers, automatic cocktail shakers, lawn mowers 
which move by remote control, hedge clippers programmed to make topiary 
designs, whirlpools which whirl the bathwater around, bidets which 

swirl the toilet water around, lighted shaving mirrors which pop out 

of the wall, color TV sets concealed behind framed copies of the most 
banal modern graphics, and a bar which pops out of the wall in the foyer 
when the doorbell rings, The doorbell, by the way, plays the first few 
bars of "When the Saints Come Marching In"--Bob's one and only concession 


to negritude, 86 


86, Erica Jong, Fear of Flying, New York: Signot Books, 1973. p. 41, 
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In this chapter, key Althusserian formulations will be presented, 
Clarified, and explained, 

The introduction showed that the fundamental logical and epistenolog- 
ical issue at stake in the debate with Althusser is whether there is to 
be possible a) the ‘unity of theory and practice’, or b) Althusser's 
"distinct practices’, one of which is theoretical practice, Chapter I 
suggested that the answer devolves upon the question of whether the 
gulf of being is problematical, in other words, constantly needing to 
be humanly linked, in theory and practice, by reason because linked in 
no other way, We have taken the affirmative on behalf of the unity of 
theory and practice and will be evaluating Althusser's claims in this 
light. We have maintained, contrary to Althusser, that, in the rule of 
reason, theory exists and grows only through practice, through 
objective intervention where the acid test of the Self is to go beyond 
the self for affirmation, Althuss vr, however, claimed "the non-problenmat- 
icity te the relation between an object and the knowledge of itt eis 
is to say, it is an ideological problem but not a problem for science: 

any epistemology that sees the relation between the 
object-of-knowledge and the real-object as a problen- 
atical one, i.e., regards knowledge itself as a 
problem, is ideological, and for that reason is 
to be rejected,.,.The only "real problem" is to 
understand the precise nature of this mechanism 
(which produces and guarantees knowledge) ,~ 
Accordingly, the interest of freedom disappears from Aeeseers 


theory, Althusser advances the Faustian notion that men are but 


functionaries and supports of historical Processes, where reason is 


a 
- HMMs, D. 186, 
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a delusion and not the guide for social practice, Equally, the 
privileged role of theoretical practice is that it no longer need 
check itself across the gulf of being, By becoming free of empiricist 
encumbrances such as the verification principle, the scientist is 
able to climb every higher into the Elysian fields of pure theory and, 
by viewing the great mill of the gods in its grinding, know concrete 
history before it happens, | 

To round off this summary, we also pointed out that Althusser, 
though holding to a faulty notion of distinct practices, is correct to 
claim a radical deficiency in the privileged forms of reason prevaii- 
ing since the Renaissance, Yet rather than simply abolishing reason 
and freedon, we showed the rise-2s also the decline-of reason to be a 
historical phenomenon, today requiring a breakthrough to a new level 
of reason, encompassing new need and Passions and a new logic, capable 
of relinking theory and historical practice, In Chapter IV below, as 
much as we are able, this problem will be directly approached, Here, 
we but show that Althusser regrettably ends up more as part of the 
problem than as part of the solution, 

In this Chapter and in Chapter II, we take up Althusser's theory 
after his critique of empiricism, after the "pact between Logos and 
Being' is broken, In the present Chapter, we examine Althusser's 
criteria for validating his own theoretical practice, along mer 
tracing the construction of his science of events, In short, after 
the purported death of reason celebrated by Althusser, we take his 
theoretical practice as an effect of that sad passing. In the main, 
Althusser's criteria turn out to be non-criteria; his theoretical 


practice sets up the purported science through an unrestrained flow of 
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dogmatism that only from time to time touches down in the classical 
texts, and then with little care or scruples, On the other hand, we 
also argue that when Althusser's intentions for science are sufficient- 
ly sutdued to leave behind his rejection of all empirical method and ~ 
his cosmic fatalism with its false certainties, Althusser's notion of 


"overdetermination" may serve limited use as a social science model, 


TECHNIQUES CF ARGUMENT AFTER THE ATTACK 


UPON REASON 


Althusser's system is interpreted as an example of a style of 
social theory distantly related te what C, Wright Mills has termed 
‘Grand Theory! ,2 By examining key examples of Althusser's grand prose 
style, I shall show two things: 1) the major elements of Althusser's 
sclence specifying the major cornerstones being supported through each 
example of argument style; 2) that Althusser's Grand Theory style 
takes the place of argument and masks rather than solves the problem 
at all the main points in Althusser's project for science. Consistent 
with the premises of science and epistemology that it advances, 
Althusser's argument squeaks and creaks with dogmatis, in the full 
historical and theological meaning of the tern, 

Althusser's own Grand Theory relies on four unacceptable techniques 
to erect his Sees A) Italicization of words for emphasis without 
further supporting evidence or argumentation, B) Invention of unnecessar- 


ily complicated neologisms along with what is to be a structurally 


3, C, Wright Mills, The Sociological Imagination, London: Oxford 
University Press, 1959, p. co. ; 


* I am indebted to Leszek Kolakowski for Althusser's dependenc- 
ies to *B’ and 'C' in his “Althusser's Marx" The Socialist Recister 1971. 
Edited by Milliband and Saville, London: Merlin Eress, 0, wie 127 
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systematic reliance on vague, unsystematic phrases taken from ingel's 
correspondence, C) Translation of quite simple German words whose 
meanings are stretched in the translation in order to claim Support 
from Marx as technical terns for certain structuralist premises, 

D) Effusive praise for iarx's so-called weaknesses and ambivalences 
which in the next breath are called Marx's strengths for it is behind 
them that Althusser's system "for Marx' takes on its whole new shape 
and is thereby billed as a continuation of the work of Marx, We 


shall begin with 'D', 
CORNY ENDEARMENT 


Althusser's major text, Reading Capital, which Althusser says 
is supposed to be about Marx's relation to his work? often is 
about the reader's relation, and Miehoeseete relation in particular, 
to Marx, where Althusser explains why Althusser has fashioned so 
many new terms, In Althusser's own: 


epistemological and critical reading (of Marx), 
on the contrary, we cannot but hear behind the 
proferred word the silence it conceals, see 
the blank of suspended rigour, scarcely the 
time of a lightening flash in the darkness 

of the text...It is here that the identific- 
ation of the precise points of weakness in 
farx's rigour is the same thing as the 
recognition of that rigour: it is his rigour 
which shows us its weaknesses; and in the 
brief moment of this temporary silence we are 
simply returning to him the speech that is 
‘his own, 


If it were simply a matter of pointing cut some textual flaws in Marx, 
ae Sve en ote Gl 
ae : 
op. cit., p. 73. 


6. Ibid.; pp, 143-4, 
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ene wonders how Althusser seriously could dramatize such a common 
exegetical task, The cue is "epistemological and critical reading" 
for clearly much more is at stake in the witchery that follows. The 
con job is first set up by a corny drama involving a lightening 
flash in what is to be the (non-epistemological and noneritical) 

4 
darkness of Marx's text. We are told that certain words in Marx 
(such as “alienation”) 1) are testimony to Marx's weakness; that 
2) the alleged weaknesses are praiseworthy, Why? Because as weaknesses 
they are to be dismissed and by their dismissal they allow entry of 
Althusser's own system, produced, if you will, only by praising Marx, 
Here it is, Marx's relation to hiw own work, By the end of Reading 
Capital, Althusser's eyes mist over for the lonely intellectural, 
Karl Marx, who had to wait all these years past the grave for his 
first intellectural compatriot, Louis Althusser: 

eeelhe theoretical drama he lived, in absolute 

solitude, long ago,..Alone, Marx looked around 

him for allies and supporters...As for us, we 

can thank Marx for the fact that we are not 

alone...his weaknesses, his lacunae, his 

omissions: they concur with his greatness, 

for, in returning to them we are only return- 

ing to the beginnings of a discourse inter- 

rupted by death, The reader will know how 

Volume Three ends, A title: Classes, 

Forty lines, then silence, 
Grand stand tactic number one of Althusser's Grand Theory is a con 
job that works through corny endearment: smothering old-boy references 
about humble Althusser reading the greatness of poor reject Karl Marx 


at the very points where Althusser makes his heists, behind which his 


whole system appears, while all the time laying claim to Marx's 


Tha p, 193. 


_ 7 _ 


¥ Loe i babi cee * 
Sachs aha: ur r big Ree sh or 
gprs: rect cas aed | 


- 4 Dar 
; f * of irr 


, a ere are ee ae OR “ia 

, oes | i | domo 
45 i, ae on 

5 "4 wy 


“.: + eo ai ea a pe et : aa 
oeeitacatuiah Sai agussood ‘% : 
Sear yt 


+0 wisn ‘tobxa a < a 


5 cet eit Ae e che mes is 


ig! 


ote es So rine wid < me ie a sl 
wha ‘oq hade (Geinad oi cok acne dceemai, 


eis wt ea Foo jag 


enka ites papesapaeaion 


blessing over Althusser's own work. This procedure effusively flatters 


the victim just where it steals hin blind, 
ITALICIZATION 


Ostentation tactic number two is extensive italicization. It is 
perfectly legitimate for unfamiliar terms first to be set out through 
Some purely mechanical means in order then to stipulate precise 
usages, the term thereafter to appear in normal type, But in Althusser, 
every page, and frequently numerous sentences of every page, contain 
words set out in italics, not in order to have specialized definitions 
attached, but as a vehicle for emphasis, For example, Althusser is 
considering what is at stake in assessing the 1844 Manuscripts: 

This is the location of the discussion: the Young 
Marx, Really at stake in it: Marxism. The te mS 
of the discussion: whether the Young Marx was already 
and wholly Marx, 

Very schematically, if Marxists want to rescue Marx 
from the perils of his youth with which his opponents 


threaten them, they can either agree that the young 
Marx is not Marx or that the young barx is Marx, 9 


Why must these be the terms of the discussion when we discuss the 
young Marx? Are these even the terms of meaningful discussion? For 
to oppose the Young Marx to Marx (instead of young Marx to the older 
Marx) is to subscribe to a religious style of thinking in which a 
book or books of the urrevealed word are Claimed to exist, The notion 
that the person Marx could become "already sil wholly Marx” is devoid 
of all secular sense, Althusser Sevan does not meaningfully ask the 
question of in which respects Marx changed over his life's work and in 


which respects he did not, Through simple word italicization, 


—_—_—_—— 


Louis Althusser, For Marx, Ben Brewster trans., New York: 
Vintage, 1969, p. 53, 
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Althusser dogmatically sets his terms of discussion, rather than his 
Own position, as being the only one possible, Althusser's approach to 
(The) Marx yields, as shall be seen in greater detail, a conception of 
Science as ordained and revealed word uhere the word is but one con- 


ponent of a world in which everything is totally fated, 


AN ALTHUSSERIAN GLOSSARY 


Another Althusserian trademark is the reliance on specialized 
terms in which to frame his science of events, There would be nothing 
at all the matter with this, if new terms clarified things by bringing 
in additional meaning, But for the major problems facing the design of 
Althusserian science, Althusser frequently offers a complicated-sound- 
ing term whose meaning, we find out, merely repeats the substance of 


the question with the interrogative removed. Thus whatever the 


question asked, is so, does happen, though we never find out how or why. 


For example, to answer the crucial question of the criteria by which 


is ensured the scientific realiability of the writing of the Marx, 


distinguishing them from ideology, Althusser answers: the scientificity: 


eeethe validity of a scientific propositimas 4 
knowledge was ensured in a determinate scientific 
practice by the action of particular forms which 
ensure the presence of scientificity in the pro- 
duction of knowledge, in other words, by specific 
forms that confer_on knowledge its character as a 
(true) knowledge. 7 


UE 


Science is science because of its scientificity! Science is a scientific 


event, Of such are the writing of (The) Marx, The reader may search for 


= FC., p. 59. 
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more explanation than this incredible tautology, He may seek, but he 
shall not find, For the notion of 'scientificity' is of the status of 
a statement about Statements, thus does Althusser's philosophy govern 
the workings of his science independently of any contrary empiricist 
structures, Thereby Althusser buttresses his right to make assertions 
by a prior, blanket assertion, but an assertion itseif requiring support 
just as badly as any other assertions once the dogmatism of theoretical 
fiat is not allowed, Leszek Kolakowski accuses Althusser's project of 
trying to plaster over the " ifference between "saying’ something and 


*proving' it 10 


the observance of which Althusser is to be released 
from through the notion of theoretical practice which has declared the 
problem of proof to be "an ideological, not a scientific preblem", 
According to Althusser, his science is ROLabe judged success- 
ful to the degree it accounts for given phenomena (such a criterion 
would be empiricist) but according to the conditions of its production 
as to who and where it comes from, Althusser sidesteps the simple and 
direct question of whether or not it works by intending to ensuce that 
it does through total social control by the party, Althusser says thats: 
It has been possible to apply Marx's theory with success 
because it is 'true's it is not true because it has been 
applied with success, !-+ 
In the same vein as 'scientificity', whatever the party theoreticians 
say is correct because “theoretical practice is indeed its own 
criterion", 12 By this statement as by the dogmatic setting of the terns 
of discussion regarding the young Marx, all objections become to 
ee SS. 2. EE 
40. Kolakowski, op, cit., p. 127, 


dh, Ibid. - 


2 Ibid, 
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Althusser so many non sequiturs 
—_—— tee 


production of theory, so defined 


contrary approach to epistemology 


a 
a 


Epistemology is 


physical foundation of Knowledge, 


truth-value of knowledge of the world, as Althus 


epistemology runs into the quest 


internal disputes which, under t 
be speculatively secured, This 
faith in 1) total deterninisn, 

Marxist parties, neither of whie 


evidence, Later we shall see ho 


the larger waters of Althusser' 


theoretical project, 


Another crucial Althusserian category is the va, 
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as a special structuralist category, it stays just as vague after 
Althusser's treatment though’ its original meaning is reversed, 

Althusser has postulated that the global structure causes 
specific events to happen in specific places and times, rather than 
the widely held view that the multitude of events, always necessarily 
involving some creativity and freedom, move the process laws of the 
economic base at a rate for this reason nondeterminable a priori. 
Althusser's novel conception of the superstructure leaves him with the 
question of how it is that in Marxist causality so construed as a 
science of events, the economic base goes about its part in causing 
events, which are superstructural, without resorting back to a crude 
form of economic determinism of superstructure by base, i.e. economisn, 

Althusser says that the ‘last instance' of economic determination 
does not mean that the economy comes along later, to supply the final 
ingredient after the superstructures--politics and ideology--are 
through, nor is the economic base responsible for the operation of the 
superstructure since the various superstructures Althusser says have an 
autonomy separate from the base, This is all the explanation we are 
Siven of determination in the last instance, Consequently, determin- 
ation by the economy ‘in the last instance’ is left to indicate 
neologisn ‘as a last resort! by Althusser, 

Althusser asserts that within the global structure there are four 
structures, called practices: economic, political, ideological, 
theoretical, which produce everything and claims, without further 


explanation, that most of this involves basic premises from 
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Mao Tse-Tung, 29 Having seen an attempt by Althusser to preserve a 
special role for the economy, what then of the other structures, how 
can they exist distinct from the economy and distinct from each 
other and yet all go about making specific events in space and time? 
Althusser uses the Marxist term ‘relations of production’ to mean the 
relations that all the structures have with each other within the 
global totality, 1 Althusser asserts relations of production on the 
authority that because it had a meaning for Marx it also has a place 
in Althusser's system, its presence to define away a difficulty: the 
mode of existence within which each structure has a separate existence 
and also relations with the other structures, Althusser comes up with 
a specialized category to handle the problem, 'relative autonomy’, -” 
another term used by Engels vaguely to specify the relation of the 
superstructure as a whole to the base, Althusser uses it to mean that 
for each structure within the global totality, the degree of independ- 
ence is determined by its degree of dependence, To the question of 
‘how', Althusser answers ‘how much’ by equivocating between the two 
points in aieetiont independence and dependence, another answer by 
tautology: 

«eethe mode and degree of independence of each 

time and history is therefore determined by 

the mode and degree of dependence of each 

level yee the set of articulations of the 

whole, 


Althusser offers no nexus on which dependence/independence may be 


measured or even defined, Instead, he races ahead to sum the total 


15. For Marx, pp. 229, 253, Althusser claims these ideas are to be 
found in Mao Tse-Tung, Selected Works, Volume I, "On Practice" and "On 
Contradiction", 
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Reading Capital, pp. 97, 99-100, 
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relations of dependence/independence into a dominance of one structure, 
a situation to be expressed by what he calis the 'overdetermined 
contradiction’, !? Yet this term remains unclear because it presup- 
poses, first of all, the relative autonomy of each distinct structure 
of production, which Althusser has only specified by tautology, 
Cverdetermination and relative autonomy remain just as empty as determin- 
ation in the last instance, one more part of the tissue paper woof and 
fabric of Althusser's novel science of an Meter cat Causation for events, 
By overdetermination Althusser means that there is not one, principle 
contradiction in society but a complex fusion of various contradictions: 
«eothe Capital-Labor contradiction is never simple, 
but always specified by the historically conerete 
forms and circumstances in which it is exercised, 
It is this particular fusion of contradictions which points to 
revolution, when there is: 
the accumulation and exacerbation of all the hist- 
orical contradictions then possible in a single 
state, ; 
Althusser borrows examples from what Lenin called the "uneven develop- 
ment’ of Russia““ to illustrate what Althusser refers to as the over-~ 
determined contradiction of Russia: the huge Putilov factory vs. the 
medieval state of the countryside, the sharpening of the imperialist 


contradiction with the country plunged into the First World War, 


assistance exterded to the Revolution by the Anglo-French bourgeoisie 


For Marx, "Contradiction and Overdetermination", pp. 87-129, 
OUCoe gee eal UG 


Ibid., pp. 95-6, 


Ler V.I. Lenin, "Our Revolution" in Selected Works Volume III, 
P. 821, quoted in For Marx, pp. 96f, aos 
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against the Tsar, and so on, In short, Russia was both feudal and 
modern at a time when everything was falling apart everywhere. “The 
Russian ruling class could not handle the crisis and the outcome was 
Revolution.“? 
This commonsense truism of the eve of Revolution is to be found 

alike in anarchist diaiangieeea as in Lenin and one wonders how Althusser 
proposes to move from common sense historical description to scientif- 
ically demonstrating the nature and course of the Russian Revolution, and 
alternatively why Germany in the 1920's, with a much larger Communist 
party, went fascist. It is a long step from description of historical 
events to a science of those events as determined in their outcome vy 
the relations of production. Althusser thinks the problem adequately 
solved by his notion of ‘structural causality’ wherein he rejects any 
cause of the events outside of and related to the events, such as the 
influence of the human factor or a relation between people, for 
Althusser has repeatedly said that people are but supports and in no 
way the cause of historical processes; 

...that the whole existence of the structure consists 

of its effects, in short that the structure is merely 

a specific combination of its peculiar elements, is 

nothing outside its effects. 
Althusser's answer is circular, the problen imperilling the key concept 


for his science of events--overdetermination--which is to be both 


: ; . 2 
"determining, but also determined in one and the same movement". 


a 


23 TDid's5 PP. 96-7. 


ah Peter Yropotkin, "The Spirit of Revolt” in Kropotkin's 
Revolutionary Panvhiets. Edited by Roger N, Baldwin, New York: 
Dover Publications, 1970, pp. 37-8. 

25+ 2G,, p. 189. 


—— 


26. my, p, 101. 


i 
7 F -~ 7 .® 
i veel hia \ 
, 4 


> ‘ + bas! sy) as 4¢ 
Wade Se, pea? zr Nee 


WW auboiuo. Teds ft hem ticso ab) eiriadewas snotkh No sone ber 2 of adeore 
yopdnapodn dling Da cin ik ‘alibAt akon ent 
YAS onsale yf siberian, ite, henapsorae ote. Pidton ate xe ‘toviloa | 
“Gat ea dete Ll eee she baa 9 aidsue etnoys end Yo | paws a 


ihe toe re 
cn PEt Adthoethae Fed: dona oleane a oa Me 


> Pe 


* y= - 
) 


| * allipanie Tanvseet baled eae 
ie eee 


Yiesonr at #ee8 0 = oan 
SS SPAS te! a, Roy * ned 
ON Anat apd beste, tg ama, } 
ere nid sf a sin Veoeauddh 
ae Omntd nave" He Pattee ob moe, : 
"eum ei Ab i she ‘Reaterntéb Galea cottincedsa™ 


ais “bee eftodseqgn ae, ages 


-89- 


That Althusser's science is circular is demonstrated again and again; 
for example, the following quotation from his For Marx: 


eoethe structure-in-dominance of the complex whole, 
this structural invariant, is itself the precondition 


for the concrete variations of the contradictions 

that constitute it...and inversely because this 

variation is the existence of that invariant, 
It is impossible to generate a logical set of dynamic relationships 
from this, The theorist, piercing through the various layers of 
causality, finds only the layers of the Onion, What at one level isa 
cause then turns around to be effect. Given such a situation, the 
priveleged role of the theorist becomes apparent, K, R, Minogue observes 
that: 

there is something fishy about Althusser's use of 

the notion of 'relative autonomy’ ...because it 

allows the theorist to assert a determination or__ 

a non-determination entirely at his convenience, 
Rather than performing a Herculean act of synthesis, the poverty of this 
self-contradictory task becomes the more obvious the closer we get to 
its actual historical application, By plastering over the distance for 
reason and freedom between the unity of theory and practice, Althusser 
Claims that: 

«eethere is no production in general, there is no 

history in general, but only specific structures 

of historicity, based in the last resort on the 

specific structures of the different modes of 


production, <9 


But if the very nature of any historical event cannot be ascertained 
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28, <. R, Minogue, "Recent Discussions from Machiavelli to Althusser" 
in Political Studies, March O75 e pent OO, 
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until the specific structure of the event is first elucidated, then the 
structural combination of the specific terms becomes the circular task 
of fixing these terms in the first place, In short, Althusser's 
science turns out to be metaphysical rather than scientific pecauses 
in fact and in logic, it provides nothing that would allow us to dis- 
tinguish among different times and places to know anything about actual 
history, As soon as it tries to, as soon as it refers to any historical 
time and situation (ancient, feudal, modern, Russian Revolution, etc.), 
though it may refer to it as a specific structure of historicity sit 
still has done nothing more than to change the name of what had been 
defined, as within time, and as ideological effect, to the new name of 
specific structure, It has gone no higher than what it had defined as 
ideology, as history in general, except that the various effects 
thereby are granted a necessity and inevitability while cause is left 
undetected and unmastered, As Bertell Oilman puts it: 

Althusser's fundamental error lies in misusing 

the concept of structure in much the same way 

that Hegel misused the concept of idea; that iss 

a generalization based on examining many particul- 

ar instances (in this case, various particular 

structures of the whole) is treated as an independ+ 


entity, which is then used 48 determine the very 
parts that gave rise to it, 


Althusser's notion of structural causality, where the totality of 
effects is included as the totality of the structure, advances a 
Naturalistic notion of historical determinism of the sort set up by 
Karl Popper as the straw man for his iowa vot Historicism and a 


model roundly criticized by Marcuse in his critique of Popper, 


30. Bertell Ollman, Alienation Marx's 
Capitalist Society (Cambridge: 
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Marcuse's point is a; 
‘selective’ enelyeteeas which focuses on the 
basic institutions and relations of a society 
(a distinction which must, of course, be demon- 
strated and justified logically as well as 
empirically), 3! 

Marxist science gives only the global form of the ideology of 
capitalism: the type of need is for commodities; the logic is 
atomistic; the type of state is legal, contractarian, and based on 
property rights, At another level--the superstructural as the account 
of specific historical content within capitalism--are situated the 
social sciences, Thus, at the superstructural level where Althusser 
avowedly designates its arena of operation, “overdetermination" can 
do service as a social science concept comprising and contrasting 
cultural, political, and social antagonisms in revolutionary and pre- 
revolutionary situations, However, all metaphysical trappings of 
structural causality must first be removed since the necessity referred 
to by overdetermination is not preordained--as are the Diy eho laws of 
the base--within the revolutionary situation, Accompanying the Yet hons 
of metaphysics is the imperative that individuals assume the role of 
subjects of history: by acting collectively when affected collectively, 
in the superstructure as in the base, making requisite structural 
changes in society to promote human happiness and wellbeing. The 
point, however, is to go beyond superstructural to radical social 
change, then "the entire immense superstructure is more or less rapid- 


a) 
ly transforned >“ 


31. Herbert Marcuse, "Karl Popper and the Problem of Historical 
Laws" in Studies in Critical Philosophy (Boston: Beacon Press, 1972iLB ) 
Peuevl,, “see Miso Karl 2; per, The Foverty of Historicisn (London: 
Routledge & Xegan Faul, ° 
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32. Karl Marx, "Preface to the Critique of Political Economy". in 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected Works (New York: International 
Publishers, 1969), p. 183. 
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Ollman accuses Althusser of seeking support in a stretched trans- 


lation of Marx: 
Althusser has in fact confused structure with 
complexity, so that when Marx speaks of the 
social whole as an ‘already given concrete 
and living aggregate’ (schon gegeben konkreten, 
lebendigen Ganzen),..Althusser paraphrases 
this as a "complex, structured, already given 
whole'...The transition, apparently slight but 
Possessing serious ramifications, from the 
idea of complexity to that of structure, has 
no basis in Marx's text, 

The mysterious concept "relative autonomy’ is left to govern the 
inter-relation of elements which, as the ‘overdetermined contra- 
diction’, are to be only understood as the structure they all add up 
to. The hidden functioning of this concept that assures the revolution 
is also assigned the responsibility, we shall later see, of ensuring 
the relation of the scientificity of Althusser's discourse to the 
historical events it is to be the knowledge of, Thus relative 
autonomy has a functioning that is always totally metaphysical, 

Having seen an attempt by Althusser to explain the inter-relation 
of structures, what of each individual structure? How can it be a 
Separate structure and what happens within it? Althusser answers 
this by another new term, 'Generalities I, LI;@LI DS ethiis’time 
totally his own, which is to explain why each structure may also be 
called a practice: 

By practice in general I shall mean any process of 


transformation of a determinate given raw material 
into a determinate product, a transformation effected 
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by a determinate human la or, using determinate 
means (of "production"), 


Generality I is the raw material, Generality II is the means of 
production, and Generality III is the finished product, Under the 
fancy name of Generalities, this looks like nothing more than a 
dictionary definition of work, If it were only to sey that nen 
make things from raw materials with tools, we could have no dispute 
with Althusser over such a truism, Nor could ene Simple category 
bring Althusser any closer to achieving the objectives he has set 
for science, The rigid historical causality with which his science 
is to deal is here introduced by a reshuffling of the terms, Man 
as thinking and creating factor of production is replaced in this 
role by a Aameieel feature to be common to each of the four structures: 

In each practice thus conceived, the determinate 
moment (or element) is neither the raw material 


nor the product, but the practice in the narrow 
senses the moment of the labor of transformation 


itself, which sets to work, in a specific structure, 
men, pean and a technical method of utilizing the 


means, 
The determinate moment in each practice is the 
work of production which brings together raw 
materials, men and means of production--not the 
men who perform the work, who cannot therefore 6 
Claim to be subjects of the historical process, 
These declarations issue forth like Statements of fact, On what basis 
does Althusser make his shuffle? 
Support for this bureaucratization of intelligence, imagination 


and feeling Althusser claims to take directly from Karl Marx, The 


attribution of this notion to Marx involves the final element of 
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Althusserian style to be examined: showy translation of simple 
German words whose meanings are stretched in order to arrive at 


grand structuralist proclainations, 
TENDENTIOUS TRANSLATION of GERMAN 


For example, Althusser claims evidence from Marx that people's 
ewareness is set in motion by a knowledge structure, In a moment we 
shail see how from this Althusser redraws the base/superstructure 
distinction, In our example, Althusser translates the words: 
‘legitimate’, ‘in reality", 'product', ‘thinking’, conceiving’ back 
into the German yet which remain just as ordinary in German as when 
translated in the quotation Althusser takes from Marx: 


It is therefore perfectly legitimate (richtig) 
to say, as Marx does, that "the concrete-total- 


ity as a thought-totality, asa thousht-concrete, 
is in reality (in der Tat) a product of think 
rr 


ing and conceiving (gin Produkt des Denkens, 
des Begreifens)",,,/! 


Althusser says it is perfectly legitimate and furthermore TAG ei 2 co 


take from the Marx qucte llarx"s general term "product of thinking and 
conceiving" as affirmation of Althusser's specific thesis that people's 
thoughts are set in motion by the determinate structure of production 

of knowledge. The German ‘in der Tat’ means tinieca Althusser uses 
the synonym 'in reality’ to designate thinking and conceiving as being 
Separate and realively autonomous structures of production that, together 


with the economic and political, make up the four part structure of 


——— 


Reading Capital, p. 42, the quotation is from Karl Marx, 


Grundrisse der Kritik der Politischen Okononie, Berlin, 1953, p. 22, 
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social reality: 

Once it is accepted that this is how ‘thougnt '-- 

the very general term Marx used in the passage 

we are analyzing--must be defined, it is perfect- 

ly legitimate to say that the production of know- 

ledge which is peculiar to theoretical practice 

constitutes a process that takes place entirely 

in thought, just as we can say, mutatis mutandis, 

that the process of economic production takes 

place entirely in the economy,,,3¢ 
The above declaration, obtained through vigorously tendential trans- 
lation of liarx, is central to Althusser's whole project for it contains 
both the notion of the relative autonomy of theory from reality once 
history--as temporal co-unity of theory to practice--is abolished as 
ideological illusion, as well as the notion of relatively autonomous 
practices in separate times, And we have indicated the contradictions 
that position is fraught with, We now examine Althusser's declaration 
as to the way it stands to Marx's treatment of the problem of the 
inadequacy of Cartesian reason, showing also the inadequacy of the 
structuralist alternative and how Marx's solution to the problen for 
the Cartesians is as well a solution to the problem besetting 
Althusser, Therefore we now leave behind the overview of the practice 
of Althusser's dogmatic theory and his dogmatic theory construction 


to consider the unsolved problems his theory construction is attempting 


to grapple with, 
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CHAPTER III 


BASE AND SUPERSTRUCTURE, POLITICAL 
RAMIFICATIONS OF THE IDEALISM IN THE 


NOTION OF THE PRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE, 
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Like a last bastille of the mystery of existence 
Its blind approaches baffle us, Steep paths plunge 
Nowhere from it, Roads radiate into air like the 
Labyrinth wires of a telephone central thru which 
All calls are infinitely untraceable..., 

We ogle the unobtainable fens mystery, Yet away 
Around on the far side like the stage door of a4 
Circus tent is a wide vent in the battlements where 


Even elephants waltz thru, 


Ferlinghetti, A Coney Island of the Mind, 
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In Chapter I, we specified what it was that Althusser sets out 
by rejecting: Cartesian Causality, Althusser wants to discover the 
mode of causality, or determination, operating within a ‘deep space’ 
beyond and outside the itinear, Cartesian space, But the deep space 
referred to by Althusser is by no means to be later linked to a deep- 
ening of the rule cf reason capable of reforging the unity of theory and 
practice that became pregressively sundered in the late bourgeois period. 
For Althusser, the deep space only comes into existence after a closing 
over of the distance between theory and practice, after the advent of 
"theoretical practice’, and the disappearance of radical human freedom 
from the picture. Behind Althusser's forced translation of Marx, we 


find the fundamental tenet of recent structural analysis--to be 
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examined herein shortly--and for which Althusser's tendentious translation 


has attempted to enlist Marx's endorsation, 

In this chapter, we take up some lines of criticism begun in the 
preceding chapter, showing that the structural solution fails because, 
ultimately, the problems riding Althusser's treatment are the very 
problems he sets out to solve. It is the existence of a problem which 
we simply label here as the "transcendental problem": the logical 
possibility of an infinite regression flowing from the structural 
nature of the postulated form of the deep determinism, The failure of 
Althusser's solution to the problem of 'deep space! conceals, confuses 
and blocks transcendence to a higher stage of reason and a more just 
social order, turning into a naturalistic justification of existing 
Servitude; for all the dialectical jargon thereby sitting well within 


the positivist tradition, 
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The structuralist tenet which Althusser has endorsed may be 
summarized as including both an Bet enoter tent premise and its 
implication for the historical process; according to Robert d'Amico 
1) the concept of the unconscious and 2) the critiaue of linear, 
teleological history: 


First, the unconscious represents not merely the sum 
of activities that lie beyond our awareness but the 
fact that the wnole of interpretative or active 
forms of behavior are already mediated and struct- 
ured, if the raising of consciousness means the: 
hope for some vantage point in which conseious- 

ness can grasp its object in such a way that 

there is an identity between activity and know- 
ledge, then that is an iilusion, by the very 

nature of consciousness, ; 

Second, the linearity of history, which has dominated 
Western thought, is displaced to historical depth 
not characterized by increasing productivity, increas- 
ing rationality or progress, Rather, one discovers 
survivals, cyclical returns, changes that are non- 
simultaneous, and the weight of a HERE history" 

over man's conscious understanding, 


According to K, R. Minogue: 
A structuralist is someone who explains a whole 
area (ensemble, totalite, etc.) of human life in 
terms of the operation of certain key elements, 
logically related to each other, and only 
accessible by ‘rigorous' theorizing, 
What is crucial is the fact of the hidden operation of the certain key 
elements which account for human life, and which are accessable only 
to the theorist rather than as also objects for the conscious will of 
the individual actor, As Miriam Glucksman puts it, no matter how 
meticulous the scrutiny of the facts: the "structure is not to be 


ee 


1, Robert d'Amico, "The Contours and Coupures of Structuralist 
Theory’ in, ThLoss717, 0. 82, 


ey 
2. K, R. Minogue, "Recent Discussions from Machiabelli to Althusser" 
in Political Studies, March 1975, p. 98. 
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found by observation", 
Thus the advent of theoretical practice marks a break in the connection 
of knowledge, action and freedon, 

Within the production of knowledge, ideology is the inferior 
structure, above it is theoretical practice, Althusser's notion of 
structural relative autonony goes against the empiricist demand for 
evidence from the economic and political reality wher determining the 
truth-falsity of a propostion about reality, Instead, within these 
two structures of production, ideology and theory, people's thoughts 
are set in motion by the structure and follow a necessary course, 

Althusser's structuralist premises divide off a select group of 
intellectuals from the masses, who live indeological practice. Althusser 
ard his select circle live in theoretical practice, while only they can 
g0 up and down at will between theory and ideology. Thus the revolution 
happened just then, just there, because the masses were thinking just 
what they were supposed to, just when they were supposed to, because 
they are controlled by the ideology structure of the party, which also 
translates the science that in turn controls it, Althusser and his 
party will be right since Althusser's Marxism is scientific because of 
its scientificity, which is to say, its scientific location as an event 
in the four-fold production of reality. His theory, he claims, is an 
objective event, 

This system of theoretical production,,.has a 
determinate objective reality, This determinate 


reality is what defines the roles and functions 
of the ‘thought' of particular individuals,. hence 


3. Miriam Glucksman, Structural Analysis in Contemporary Social 
2 e Theories of Claude Levi-Strauss and 
Thought. A Comparison of the Th orjes of Clau evi- 
Louis Althusser, (London: Houtledge & Kegan Paul, 1974), p. 42. 
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it is also what sets to work their "thought power’ 
as the structure of an economic node of production 
sets to work the labour power of its immediate 
producer,,,4 


It is appropriate to refer here to Georg Lukacs as he spells out 
the problem of the legendary Indian critic who was confronted with: 


the ancient story according to which the world rests 
upon an elephant, He unleashed the critical quest- 
ions upon what does the elephant rest? On receiv- 
ing the answer that the elephant stands upon a 
tortoise criticism declared itself satisfied, 

It is obvious that even if he had continued te 
press apparently critical questions, he could 

only have solicited a third miraculous animal, 


In his article, "Althusser on History without Man", Mark Poster makes 
the same observations 

One could claim that discourse was a system like 

all others and therefore it did not depend on 

subjects who were only its bearers... 
In other words, if theory is just as set in motion by the structure as 
is the economic, and as is ideology, Althusser has only transported 
the transcendental problem intact to another level where, holding it 
over others, he sees it hovering over himself, How then is the real to 
be attained by science without being its object of knowledge: 

---except by presupposing some more secret correspond- 

ance between a theory and its object? This underlying 

corresponience, everywhere present, is never theorized, 

It is mentioned once vis-a-vis the modes of product 

ion: “we can set out the 'presuppositions’ for the 


theoretical knowledge of them, which are quite simply 
the concepts of the conditions of their historical 


4 Louis Althusser and Etienne Balibar, Reading Capital, (London: 


New Left Books, 1970), p. 182. Hereinafter referred to as RG, 


5 Georg Lukacs, History and Class Consciousness, (London: Merlin 
Press, 1971), p. 110. 


6. Mark Poster, "Althusser On History Without Man" in Political 
Theory, November, 1974, p. 405. 


| as 


ae _ 
* at 6 a 
ws : Mt nae Pe 
i oT ih Oe th Aen Nye 
ae, Ce La 
, a ~ 


a ie 


ae Tt se Minar ite See oo mit again | 


“ 
hie ad ae 43 - + a 


eh ae ealldenesene- & adv patageth duit tate hifiitio ei * ~~ at ae 
. £9 progr Jon Bib pe enelenctd tes eteito Lip ies 
. ee Ths z Pas) 3 ry 4 : 4 


‘4 
cuwgcednaids wid ye osteo. 8 Soke: ait bia, ag sproect#' 32 ,a Brow orto’ AT” 


| _ Pacman Hac lir eats mena ER, peoicebt Gh es had yolaonden’ orth HE 
the utah, sonrmton inva alice ne ontey ig iteng fattehatoener# wilt 
of Dart etd a2 hedead ileal tows atotovat 12 koe of <278t0 “toe 


- Socorro ee Sel hee tad funds i goratss ed bon! tii ee" 
HREG TPERAVE: sh chide shoe ine ea Oieay Ot Heetame "fae er 


patina afar re i eiape ir iae in 1 gr : oe 
Sing nt esisy oeyesy et -.. ateente eottaevy Foy manatee” Ae sail 
hety a0 we 4 pone ha al 9. ae, ae 

ede gs: apa atlies get wit moon mn oe emtok «45 ~ 4 
: ‘Cloke @hkup:enta 45 + Ye ente (voml Laoktexdedt pani 
isn inetaty whedt n ott So aigeanoo edt =s 


sn Si a ae 28k 


a COs & 


existence", The simplicity of this ‘quite simply’ 
announces the transcendental correlation whose law 
was formulated by Kant: the conditions of the 
possibility of experience in general are at the 
same time the conditions cf the possibility of the 
objects of experience,.,,While Kant explored his 
"at the same time', the critical question par 
excellence, Althusser's "quite simply’ translates 
the transcendental zugleich only to obliterate the 
problem as soon as it appears, 

In political education, if one can become aware of the social 
sources of one's thinking and thereby free oneself to make one's own 
decisive plans according to the situation, then in this sense one 
can become free from ideology, But by the very operation of Althusser's 
structuralist tenet and the ponderous mechanisms of thought control it 
contains, this becomes a formal impossibility, ‘Althusser maintains the 
concept of the unconscious in its heirarchical, manipulative forn as 
the very possibility of all conscious thinking, and instead attempts 
to cut to ever deeper levels of the unconscious, Science is to probe 
the unconscious of ideology and determine the passage of events. Science 
rises up and out of the superstructure and out of the social domination 
of thought limited to the immediate turning of events in a world 
structurally, rather than humanly, determined, The unconscious of 
science is to be given by Althusser's Marxist philosophy of science, a 
sweeping theory of all theories, which is to provide the special 
categories that ground the science and which were examined in Chapter I 
above, 

We see at this height the most sublime and the most ridiculous 
together in Althusser's brand of determinism found in theoretical 


LS 


7 Andre Glucksman, "A Ventriloguist Structuralisn" in New Left 
Review, #72, De 74. 


i 


“7 4 
i : i 
o : en ne 
i 4 . 2 = b a vy 4 
‘l a Wit AY -s a mt A fi - 
b _ 
: r % " 


esi ign & oF ABS OS eer ee mre ‘ ‘ 
we pis ab ee 3 ae ee fe s2 ; eae ace Py al) * iv 
ae 4 ae - 7 es 7% vl { Saad 4 ; eate : 
UM i Co dash anager Roatt ane sie onties | 
7 he oe Pi cewey eee 


foe 


; ss otis ; pas yr ye Re 
pa. Sa ca eee ee perth bw ok d a + 
“Aer art | 
| Bg : 6 ogi, wecnaG ss 
_ B48, e vag chai te SMG 


° a ia ye = shinee ter ene 5 
+8 howe Ene. pyusett 4 oe SMa aire nace ost aa, toned ahd - 
et ee meas, ween : eet eigen tages is agenned aii. snataty 
. es oth ag AG 2 Ena 2 ag? he an lonann oct Lad tqoonea 
sie) é. marae Bae pileislan pantie te *te Htatidisheg tte edd 
aitode t eh -wouapad Pr aeer a Yo otavet Apeaeb seve weer 
esta p Uae 32% Suope je  Raseneg » ott oh ‘baa ‘vabodiae’ > te Juratpenoone ‘ostt 
pottandeeh tninée ade tego tes ea Le silt “to ‘tito ‘bie w seulz 
inca: peak, ahguane 8 ee ee, ORO, ag, oF Sapsntt sdgpodd Bp. 
oh AO. SRA, aut. eeoustacnaaho b. 1 chagnad weds, yatst, wvlient ease 
‘gs ,sutwtoy Uy rgigode itr, sakaagh. 2 aonometin, xs oartg od gt at p2a9 ton 
» «<a. gibt @ Beverta ee Bo iting easouly fin Yo serene siigqeors 
tno oF ail ean ements oth fener tetd potrogespe 


sci aw et lle ac hie? siincn 
Seo tionbars/ te thdct-nakntmmials Le head aa Meieaud” MA at sedjene? 


of 


= pe ‘ 
| , § 
aura sia ee a 


eo 
3 eo 


-103- 


practice as in the rest of his structural causality, When Althusser 

puts forward his theory of theories, claiming that "the presuppositions 

for theoretical knowledge are quite simply the concepts of the conditions 
of their historieaa existence", he means that in a totally determined 

| world, to be able to say certain conditions are the theoretical conditions 

for true theory means that the theory is thereby true, is not ideology, 

and has retrieved its theoretical foundations. In other words, theory 

has given the mode of the domination that dominates it, a mode only 

visible to theoretical practice while common as the mode of domination 

of all structural causality, According to Althusser, the problem of 

the cognitive appropriation of the real object by the object of knowledge: 


is a special case of the appropriation of the real 
world by different practices.., 


and, as we are elsewhere told,theoretical practice: 
is founded on mdarticulated to the existing economic, 
political and ideological practices which directly or 
indirectly provide it with the essentials of its 
*raw’ materials... 
Therefore, as another practice totally set in motion by the structure of 
production governing it, the only way that specific scientific content 
of theoretical practice hooks up to reality is unconsciously and 
spontaneously (i.e., we have faith that it does), a situation described 
in the vague concept relative autonomy and in the following contradict- 


ory manner, Although theory is claimed to rise up and out of the 


superstructure, thereby to escape the social domination of thought 
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which befalls ideology, the more theory is dominated by the other 
structures of social reality, the more does domination decrease 

autonony and, by working through the sctence's subconscious, ensure? 

that truth is produced. It is apparent, however, that to name the 

mode of domination is not to end or avert the domination inherext in 

a realm of thought that, like everything else, is aimecety and in- 
directly set in motion by Structures. For the slave to know the master's 
name is not to end the rule of the master's will over the life and fate 
of the slave. 

Given the fact of hidden domination affirmed by Althusser's ‘theory 
of theories’, his system is left with the problem of fitting into the 
same Plovalvetsuct both relations of production and specific events, 
in short, the problem of where and how to draw the base/superstructure 
distinction, And for Althusser's sctentific and philosophical truths 
to consist of theoretical events there is, in the line between event and 
its structure of production, the same reliance on a base/superstructure 
distinction, I shall show that Althusser's formal epistemological 
solution drives him into idealism where he finally gives up trying to 
maintain a base/superstructure distinction and accordingly never does 
get outside of what Marx called the superstructure, 

_ It may be recalled that Althusser first pulled up short of granting 
an egalitarian, pluralistic relation among the practices with the 
economy structure to be "determinate in the last instance", 

Althusser was then stuck in the quandary of trying to maintain a 
base/superstructure distinction, with a role for the economy in the 
base that escapes economism and allows as well 2s role for the super- 
structure, within the closed horizon of scientificaily determinable 


events seen only when they break by the mass consclousness which only 
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In classical Marxist theory the superstructure is the domain of 
reality of which we ere all immediately conscious, consisting in 
various ideologies, religions, visible economic processes and political 
occurrences, and so on, Behind the superstructure is the base, the 
general historical ground that life is based on and extends as the | 
general and orderly flow of things of which we are seldom aware. By 
making of ideology a Perceptuai as well as normative category within 
which all individual and mass consciousnesses are to be placed, 
Althusser ends up categorizing pansesousnees as one separate region of 
the very p pret eyecare all of which it is tages to have access to, 
It is here eRe Althusser stops trying rationally to articulate a 
base/superstructure distinction for an idealist solution, Political 
events occur within the political, just as ideological events for 
consciousness occur within ideology and economic events within the 
economy--and superstructural events cease to be superstructural, 
Each structure has its own events subterraneously influenced by all 
the other structures through its relative autonomy, Equally, the 
scientificity of Althusser's science means that it is in no need of 


verification as a totally determined event within theoretical practice, 


Just as events were not to be caused by the economy and Marist scieuce not 
to be an economism, Althusser's own structuralist contribution, the structure 
he production of knowledge, moves into front and center importance, It too 
is not superstructural, Althusser replaces the economy and economism with 
theoretical practice and idealism, the world as spontaneous creation of 
mind, A few intellectuals, living in theoretical practice, a relatively 


autonomous structure of production of knowledge, produce the catezories 
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and their combinations which in turn produce the world of events that is 
to be beheld in the supposed linear flow of mass consciousness, This is 
the idealism of science, sthusser never directly answers the question 

of how science is now to be capable of producing adequate knowledge with- 
in the order of thought (except by asserting the scientificity, theoretical 
practice as its own criterion) while the object it works on is ideology 
and its own object produced is still not the reel order outside or 

thought, 

Chapter I concluded by pointing to the political effects of ere 
over the distance for freedom between theory and practices stagnation 
and deterioration while running in circles, There is no meaningful role 
for the exercise of freedom when the laws of the social object remain 
beyond the understanding, The only consolation is to march in brother- 
hood to our destruction; a fey and nonrational gratification of the 
eterging need for community, Althusser's structural causality ends in 
this wild goose chase, We are offered, in the words of the bazd3p" a tale 
told full of sound and fury, signifying nothing", While being critically 
aware that the course of history is not directed by Cartesian mechanics, 
yet also affirming hidden domination and thereby not leaving the 
problem i.e, not leaving the superstructure, Althusser never gets to 
the level of reason capable of understanding and directing those laws. 
History naturally appears as an independent specter that causes itself-- 
‘the presence of the structure in its effentein 

Althusser's analysis never does leave the superstructure, the only 
place a subconsciousness of blind domination can have any meaning, After 
the advent of Marxist science, ideology is to be both recognized and over- 
come at the rebirth of freedom, But all Althusser really had propesed to 


do is to organize arbitrarily events that everyone knows 
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about into some thin, very general categories, which are then portrayed 
in a purely circular manner as structures which cause themselves and all 
the world, Overdetermination is oniy the pretentious treainent of 
commonplace uneven development, a fact we can be sure of in advance 
when considering different units, 

Althusser's attempt fails to get to the roots of domination, a 
failure expressed in his own theory as the unsolved transcendental 
problen, This signal failure, I submit, is expressed in the sad ritual 
of the intellectual who displaces and projects his own self-hatred from 
the experience of his own impotence onto humanity in general, diffusing 
and generalizing as a universal ontological condition the demination 
philosophy has not overcome, 

Cartesian reason marked precisely a liberation from transcendental 
Gomination by the grey unmoved mover, a domination rhich returns again 
with Althusser, Descartes overthrew thranscendental domination by 
occupying, with the Cartesian method, the heretofore hidden realm, 
consciously articulating a methodical logic common also to the ordering 
of the physical world, I+ was a material as well as a spiritual 
liberation because subjective human needs and the objective means of 
satisfying them, in short: commodities, could be directly plugged 
into the logic, Through reason man could become at home in the 
physical world, for the first time, as "masters and possessors of 
nature” rather than being continually areren and fleeing in terror 
from the apparently arbitrary oppression of demons and hobgoblins, 

When Descartes claimed that the mind was infinite and unextended, he 
meant that by using logic and acting on the light of knowledge to 


satisfy the needs which man could name, the spiritually pure agent of 
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reascn is thereby himself a wielder, by his own decision and will, of 
the Aneinlte spirit of God translated into a finite nistorical setting, 
Our task in this century is to understand the motion of the mass 

history propelled by the individual decisions of possessively self- 
Girected individuals, Althusser's own individualistic solution to the 
transcendental problem, where science works upon the ideologies thought 
by the masses, turns out to be a non-solution, It is a non-solution for 
the many reasons already given, the most important reason being that 
the concept of the unconscious can be enlightening only if what was 
formerly unconscious can be brought into pense pustess jueged, purged, 
adjusted or realigned, ‘This was the very meeron of Freudian psycho- 
analysis when it first proposed the category of the subconscious, 
According to Wilhelm Reich: 

Freud distinguished between three systems in the 

psychological apparatus: the conscious , comprising 

the perceptive function of the sensory apparatus 

and all feelings and ideas that are actually conscious; 

the pre-conscious, including all those ideas and 

attitudes which are not within the conscious at 

a particular moment but which can become conscious 

at anytime...and the uncenscious, Freud's real 

discovery, which is characterized by the fact 

that its contents cannot become conscious because 

censorship is nothing mystical but includes rules 

and prohibitions taken over from the outside 

world,9 

Marxist science deals with the process laws of the base in human 

labor as evolution of the social forces of production, The limbo region 


between base and superstructure designated for the economic by Althusser 


is indeed symptomatic. He demonstrates no knowledge of these laws in 


7° Wilhelm Reich, Dialectical Materialism and Psychoanalysis 
Lendon: Socialist Reproduction, PO72)s) Pewee 
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their singnlar feature most crucial to a science of cur times: as 

laws of a process proceeding out of existence, Althusser would then 
acs that men not only encounter aventee they also make them and must 
once again learn to make then consciously, The only real solution is a 
deepening of reason capable of understanding and overcoming the structure 
of domination before the system of domination collapses on our heads, 
dragging all down like the fall of Rome. Liberation becomes a 
possibility, in Reich's words; | | 


eeeby obtaining insight into the repressed matter id 
within--i,e, by the unconscious being made conscious, 


Once we know how, once the general principles for liberation have been 
laid down, liberation then involves the personal growth of the individual, 
In that case, what may first enly have been discovered by the few then 
can, and moreover must be discovered and wielded by all, The logic 
capable of driving forward this liberation: dialectics; the driving 


needs community, 
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History: it had stolen our youth....We were brutally cast into the 
Party's great political and ideological battles: we had to measure up 
to our choice and take the consequences, 

In this area there is perhaps no greater joy than to be able to witness 
in an emerging life, once the Gods of Origins and Goals have been de- 
throned, the birth of necessity, 


Louis Althusser, 


But when I see the others sacrifice pleasures, repose, wealth, power, 
and life itself for the preservation of this sole good which is so 
disdained by those who have lost it; when I see animals born free and 
despising captivity break their heads against the bars of their prison; 
when I see multitudes of entirely naked Savages scorn European 
voluptousness and endure hunger, fire, the sword, and death to preserve 
only their independence, I feel that it does not behoove slaves to 
reason about freedom, 


Jean Jacques Rousseau, 
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In this chapter, we shall focus on the contrast between Marx and 
Althusser with respect to their differing notions of ideology and 
class struggle, as seen in their cdiffering conceptions of the subconse- 
lous, The main characteristic of Althusser's whole theory is his novel 
conception of superstructural relative autonomy, It finds expression 
in his conception of the subconscious as ontolacient category--the 
independence of the superstructure both fron the base and from the 
people entrapped within it, Althusser's conception of the eternality 
and historical independence of the category of ideology could hardly be 
a more exact ideological portrayal of the state of affairs described by 
Marx's concept of alienation, 

I shall show that for Marx, the revolutionary project means 
precisely a conscious and critical opposition to unconsciously accepted 
tenets that thrived in a previously noncritical subconscious, By sub- 
conscious we shall mean anything accepted as metaphysical, natural and 
inevitable, outside the realm of @ecision and change, which a higher 
stage of consciousness and possibility has revealed to be political. A 
theory of revolution situates itself on the parameters of the social 
system. Hobbes’ and Machiavelli's demystifications of the medieval 
world view are of interest here for they revealed as artifical the 
constants within which it was held that the world changed, ! When 
Machiavelli denounced the metaphysical notion of divine authority in 
hereditary rulership, his concern was not only philosophical but practical, 
The most crucial variables were precisely the ones that had been frozen 


within the old weltanschauung, 
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According to Lukacs, such a total confrontation with society occurred 
before a new society could be founded on new needs and values, the 
latter of which Herbert Maroeae has referred to as the "transvaluation 
of values ,"° Althusser's subconsciousness of ideology is left to 
tule, as an eternal metaphysic, the murky normative area of interests, 
needs, wants, desires, It is precisely this area which today must 
become conscious and political, susceptible to analysis, to change 
and human self-changing because Lukacs was Hent, It is becoming a 
matter of life and death, 

An index of Althusser's alienation is his claim that characteristic 
of the mature Marx was a change in the object of political economy away 
from human needs and values, which Marx no longer held to propel the 
economic system,” 

Althusser is mistaken in several Ways, Marx claimed, just as 
wholeheartedly in 1844 as in Capital, that individuals were subject to 
anonymous laws that functioned independently of their will, Wage- 
slavery for the manufacture and purchase of products that can be 
given an exchange-value and sold ‘through the market place can never, 
by the ery structure of the competitive market including the labor 
market, produce a commodity to satisfy the need for community, nor the 
need to be freely creative with one's time, abilities and available 
resources, And periodically occuring crises are the natural condition 
of the system, When Althusser heralds as Breit sclentific truth 


that human needs do not propel the capitalist system, he is defining 


6, Herbert Marcuse, An Essay On Liberation. Boston: Beacon Press, 
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The examination of such variable Paulo Freire has called dialect- 
ical knowledge,“ The oppressed must: 


transcend their ‘culture of silence’ and become able 
to name their world, instead of continuing to allow 
their oppressors to label their reality for then, 


Attempts are made to: 


transform habitual battecns of domination, or habitual 
acceptance of justifications of domination, into problems 
that can be discussed, nzme§ and comprehended in terms 
that make it possible to devise realigtic strategies 

in working for revolutionary changes, 


What is required is an intellectual and spiritual confrontation with 
what Meszaros has called the "second order mediations",* When 
intellectual scrutiny is reserved not only for conducting the routine 
tasks within socially required and accepted behavior but directed 
against the basic social parameters of behavior, a fundamental change 
of doing becomes possible that turns into a change of being, According 
to Lukacs, capitalism is the first social order producing a class to 
accomplish this mission; 


The discovery of the class-outlook of the proletariat 
provided a vantage point from which to survey the whole 
of society. This was only possible because for the 
proletariat the total knowledge of its class situation 
was a vital necessity, a matter of life and death; 
because its class situation becomes comprehensible 

only if the whole of society can be understood; and 
because this understanding is the inescapable pre- 
condition of its actions,- 


ce 


a: See especially Pedagogy of the Oppressed, New York: Seabury, 
1974, 


3 Christian Bay, Access to Political Knowledge as a Human Richt, 
University of Toronto, Department of Political Economy, Oct,, 1974, 


4, Istvan Meszaros, Marx's Theory of Alienation, London: Merlin 
Press, 1970, p. 109, 


5 Georg Lukacs, History and Class Consciousness, London: Merlin 
Po irene ere Oh 
Press, 1971, Dec, 
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a problem of capitalism most endemic to a certain ee of capitalist 
— evolution, which his structuralism treats as a universal human 
condition enduring for all time, | 

Marx has said that the social relations of production do develop 
the scecial forces of production for a time, then they becone fetters, 
This simply means that after a certain time capitalism increasingly no 
longer does the one thing it criginally could: Produce preducts to 
satisfy those needs capable ef being satisfied by commodities, Develop~ 
ing ever new products in the constant search for private profit, a 
continually shrinking number of capitalists continue to benefit by an 
increasingly outdated criterion of success, On the other side are the 
swelling ranks of those who never made it as leaders of industry and 
have had to find a place among the oppressed on whose labor power the 
process is propelled along, With growing wealth, a Sonia life in 
captivity as a wage slave may seem licreasingly unattractive, the 
wastage of scarce resources and the ecological damages increasingly 
tragic and unecessary, the debilitating societal competition for power 
Over others and for the material trappings of an empty life increas- 
ingly shallow and inhuman, When society based on continual competition 
yields monopoly-oligopoly and a massive class of wage earners, power 
inequalities can only be overthrown at the source, Then the one 
enormous class upon whom the source depends realizes it no songer has 
to go along with things, that it has nothing to gain from the continued 
game of social competition and everything to gain by building a new 
wise founded on cooperation and solidarity, The capitalist organ- 


ization of society into a giant marketplace laid the basis for a 
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whole new humanity: 


' Bourgeois society carried out the process of social- 
ising society, Capitalism destroyed both the spatio- 
temporal barriers between different land and territor- 
les and also the legal partitions between the different 
estates’ (Stande), In its universe there is a formal 
equality for all men; the economic relations that 
directly determined the metabolic exchange between 
men and nature progressively disappear, Man becomes, 
in the true sense of the word, & social being. 

Society becomes the reality for nan, 


After a long period of capitalist development, a new social task 

arises after the all-out production and consumption of commodities-- 
socialization of existing social relations of production in the widest 
possible sense as production for the Satisfaction of society's needs 
and the conscious productive construction of society as satisfaction of 
the vital need for- community, Revolutionary new social relations of 
production appear, a new pattern of social interaction is created, 

When the business of gathering together society is no longer left to 


the unconsciously accepted economic necessity of homo homini 


lupus, 


social forces and relations of production coincide, no longer contradict- 
ory, in the full social consciousness of the only ‘social™¢lass\s For 
Marx, bourgeois subconsciousness is overthrown when its contradictions 
become known and are pitted against by the class aware of the possibility, 
within its class base, for overthrowing the contradictions, Marx's 
conquest of the subconscious masked by the bourgeois ideology was for 
one purpose only: to rip the mask off the face of oppression, 

According to Marx, the class struggle is first largely unconscious, 
P 


which state of oppression he calls ideolog or Marxism, the sub- 


conscious is not the infinite epistemological regress of a bottomless 
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pit as it appears from Althusser's treatment, True, the economy and 
the state apparatus Seem to exist Separately and independently 

through rights of their own, rights that seem to impartially preserve 
and protect the rights of all, Still, secial wealth ana power is 

held in the tightening grip of an ever decreasing sector of the 
population, The path to consciousness of the formerly unconscious is, 
however, a rational process, The whole bourgeois superstructure 

ceases to be an unconsciously operating class tool with the recognition 
by labor of its own underground, alienated nature standing before it, 
the recognition that labor has all along directly produced the 
existence of its own Oppressors and indirectly its ow oppression, 
Oppression proceeded through the laws protecting the free wage contract 
and private property, made by a once hegemonic class, who are in turn 
made by labor, 


"Proudhon's phrase "le capital vaut, le travail 
produit" means absolutely nothing more than: capital 
is value, and since nothing further is here said about 
capital other than that it is value, that value is 
value (the subject of the judgement is here only 
another name for the predicate); and labour produces, 
is productive labour, i.e, labour is labour, since 

it is precisely nothing apart from “prodiaire™: 

It must be obvious that these identical Judgements 

do not contain any particular deep wisdom, and 

that above all, they cannot express a relation 

in which value and labour enter into connection, 

in which they connect and divide in relation to 

one another, and where they do not lie side by side 
in mutual indifference, Already the fact that it is 
labour which confronts capital as. subject, i.e, the vork- 
er only in his character as labour; and not he hin- 
self, should open the eyes,. This alone, disregarding 
capitel, already contains a relation, a relation of 
the worker to his own activity, which is by no means 
the 'natural' one, but which itself already contains 
a specific economic character," 9 


9. Karl Marx, Grundrisse, Introduction to the Critique of Political 


RS, A As oe rere 


Economy, Translated by Martin Nicolau, Hiddlesex: Pelican Books, 1973, 
PP. 309-31 
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In the 1844 Manuscripts, Marx recognized in Hegel's master- 
Servant dialectic both the knowledge of aro ee as the real truth 
of dominaticn and the actual nature of ail class societies, and that: 

the authority of the lord is in the last analysis 

dependent on the servant who believes in it and 

sustains it, 10 
Ideology appears originally to have a life of its own and Althusser, 
like the bourgesis ideologists, has not penetrated beyond appearance, 
Ideology is really part of the Servant, the concealed ard hidden 
part, his own subconsciousness, and the initiator of his behavior fo 
the extent its guidelines and rationalizations for behavior remain 
tacitly accepted, It is representative of the concealed fact that 
oppression is the result of the servant's own activity. The over- 
coming of ideology, rien points away from servitude and oppression, 
means a fuller and higher human development, For Marx, subconscious 
means unconscious where subconscious becomes, ata higher historical 
stage, class consciousness, 

in one of his most recent public statements, Althusser claims 
that it is the class Sti hoe. and not Sartre's man en situation, 
i.e, not concrete historical man, which propeis history: 

History is an immense natural-human eyeren in 
movement, and the motor of history is the class 
struggle, eae & process, and a process 
without a subject. 
Althusser eternalizes alienation and appears unable even to hope for 


an end to class society, He is of course correct to the extent that 


he exposes possible bourgeois uses of the concept of man in situation 


4 
ee Herbert Marcuse, Studies in Critical Philosophy, Boston: 
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Beacon Press, 1972 (German Manuscript 1932 in Die Gesellschaft), p. 109, 


11, Louis Althusser, "Reply to John Lewis" in Marxism Today, 
¢ rea 
October, 1972, pp. 315-6, 
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and his alienation, where questions of superstructure and the still 
subconscious class situation are glossed over in the petty though 
real angst of the bourgeois individualist, Yet Althusser throws 
the baby out with the water when he renounces concrete nistorical 
man from the scale altogether, It remains to be asked: if the class 
struggle propels history, what propels the class struggle? Answers 
man en Situation, What will be left after the domination of man by 
man--the class struggle-~is ended? Answer: man en situation, but in 
@ social rather than mutually predatory context, Althusser's clain,. 
countenancing his structuralism, that belie? systems often assume 
indeperdent life and instead of changing when they become outdated, 
become springs of historical change, was fully recognized by Marx when 
he said that "the tradition of all the dead generations weighs like 
a nightmare on the brain of the Livinees 12 Althusser treats as the 
great law of uneven development, expressed in his “overdetermination", 
that. a revolution: 

does not ipso facto modify the existing super- 

structures and particularly the ideologies at 

ene blow,..for they have sufficient of their 

own consistency to survive beyond their immediate 

life context, even to recreate, to "secrete! 

substitute conditions of existence temporarily; 

that the new society produced by the Revolution 

may itself ensure the survival, that is, the 

reactivation of clder elements,.. 
According to Marx, revolution is no independent category, nor does it 
do or ensure anything ipso facto and by itself, nor do ideologies 


possess their 'own consistency, although in alienation it appears that 


way, 


1 ie , ; , ; 
aos Karl Marx, "The Highteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte" in 
selected Works, op. cit., p. 95. 


13+ For Marx, pp. 115-6, 
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What is real is the fight to overcome illusion and with it the continued 
survival of domination behind its various guises, Marx spoke of pre- 
history, viz, all history preceding communism, as being tragedy, its 


repetition as farce; 


And just when they seem engaged in revolutionizing 

themselves and things, in Creating something that 

has never yet existed, precisely in such periods 

of revolutionary crisis they anxiously conjure up 

the spirits of the past to their service and 

borrow from then names, battle cries and costumes 

in orGer to present the new scene of world history 

in this time-honoured disguise and this borrowed 

language, 1 
What is real is the "engaged in revolutionizing themselves" in the 
long historical fight against domination and its many disguises, with 
setbacks and advances, Domination is yet to be overcome, 

Nowhere in Althusser's supposedly rigcrous view of things are 
we given any scientific knowledge of domination, This absence is 
telling for Althusser has rejected any humanism of science, Humanism 
is depicted as one ideology among cthers, Althusser's 'theoreticzl 
anti-humanism' embraces totally a faith in the rigors of science for 
depicting the fated unfolding of the world's events, science in turn 
to be governed by absolute philosophical precision in its terminology, 
Similar to American behaviorism in its less sophisticated forms, a 
crisis in reason and freedom in thereby "concealed by a ritual which 
calls itself methodology or logic", Leo Strauss adds that one could 


hardly call such a position Neronian, 


Nevertheless, one may say of it that it fiddles while 
Rome burns, It is excused by two facts: it does not 


—_—_—_—_——— 


1h, Kighteenth Brumaire, Din 95, 
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know that it fiddles, and it does not know that Rome 
burns, 15 | 


All of Althusser's theory presupposes totalitarian domination by the 
several structures of history; accordingly the individual, the theoris 
equally as one of the masses, is portrayed as no more then a brittle 
leaf swept along in the harsh winds of history's autumn, Althusser 
never does solve the "transcendental problem’ of an external. dominatio 
that has penetrated one's own psyche, Althusser never shows how one 
may be united again within oneself, conscious or one’s need and the 
means of their procurement. This unsolved DEBEIen is expressed in 
Althusser's theory as the failure to coherently draw the base / super- 
structure distinction, Consequently, Althusser's own theory seems 
haunted by external forces, Chapters I and II of the Thesis showed - 
the poverty in Althusser's exercise in science: its inability to 
distinguish among the specific events it wishes to know and its broad 
framing of historical forces unmastered by man, 

Althusser prided himself with having escaped the "centered 
totality" for his own "decentered totality", In the latter, various 
overdetermined structures legislate the course of events behind the 
backs of the masses, This is a crucial point, lass consciousness is 
perpetually confined to but one of the structures: to ideological 
consciousness, Thus, along with the decentered totality we are 
offered decentered people, According to Althusser, alienated, anomic 
individuals must be so because of the eternal structure of reality, 


in principle unable to ever wear at their heart's centre the human 


15. Leo Strauss in Ellis Sandoz, "The Philosophical Science 
of Politics Beyond Behaviorism" in George Graham and George Carey 
Editors, The Post-Benavioral Era (New York: David McKay Company Inc,, 


1972), p. 289, 


-i2i- 


t 


n 


oo ) oo a 
if NM 


SPY. + a i te a 8 On - u 


rad dine Be eke tanks hiah nian mache 
ott ot eaten OE eT 
att 


i ; Teciaiie ° pai 4 at Ps. PO wae ce Ces “ Pani 
vo Laaertadih. Learaninte aa © Mong omit a oto 
ra Se a a Ae ae fees as : ees 


ext stad wocin ‘Bow wil cow antl aon. “etc 8 on Bosti3 


a eek tia AX, Te Ns tr ee Pl ae eet oe ae te aes as ee re 
ori ee sack when “vs sete: poate Ne ata Soe od 
ae ra rs ' 4 Pee cha a #5 ae 4. Bo aku one ‘diay we pA #, aeM oft 

et anny az voting be isn etit Daseniea aiek' slat, Wwe 
Pe + ‘ee. i ae Ph. | Sy eae ee e ae Tae ty etc ne ¢ 


sk \ eases td went ines os omit ald 2m geod 
ppt ates 


ries, ee “ey er * hen ak 


ee eal nt SS EP yeey 


7 4 
nen, ‘venpitt ro 7 saath eetrsaprany ee a ea ee = 


peviede: hand? onto tf ins I axooqad® avonol print ths ftoted 
wie Wiehe 


weet 


Tyeteosee we geet oS Ee 


t setaglee ss or aaa pneu ts = at DP debts Sula 


ig ofa” spot. nes 


tines att tw vert 26 ws Bete “outage Si gy, otra 


Lose Steyr A Se 4 Vis os ee 


ole tidegs 
se oe “ho 


oe ettieieal ay 
ni 


*. 


aa ae nee wt bso sae ams’ Lap trated De SPaNee 
ree ilk f 


hentagsenty* wilt toaore satya ree sihenstet Sabla rosmudtCh 


¢ 
ee sed fut 


Cae 


pi aay santas oid a cnusptiiaed ‘lrtatos ‘ty aa “$0 ntiates 


, 


nd fetta “gumnavee te SO7'QD> ai ‘sialetger swatonesta kentesoteimeve 


yaa eddie i, COS ian. © +iy Gas oe 
at | pelea eat a dntaq, Eadewsa aids ot — wt te 8g 
Liairgiomit voeitercn mle Ye 005 2UR09 By Byatt 
nary ov wake ieee tao. aid wake weet "svepocwotoanon 
oiuate peemecn jeveansinus ob pottre:*A sia ‘ore tunaed bearer 4 
OS ee ee an, Am oles Fie ae Ae aa a 


ee ee 


sword and flame of their time, consciously willing and contesting the 
outcome of the great issues and events upon which history turns, As 
E. F. Schumacher puts it: 

The disease having been caused by allowing clever- 

ness to displace wisdom, no amount of glever 

Tesearch is likely to produce 4 cure, + 
Where thereis science and philcsophy produceable only by a ininority 
in a world without a centre, (we have throughout depicted reason as 
undialectical, within each epoch) where individuals lack a centre of 
their being and are devoid of wisdom, Althusserian individuals become 
cannon fodder, to be externally ied and totally dominated by the 
party for there is no light in them, Althusser's honage to an eternal 
subconscious that shapes him endsup, characteristically, ina fright- 
ening paean to bureaucracy and domination: 

It is clear that ideology (as a system of mass 

representations) is indispensable in any society 

is men are to be formed, transformed and equip- 

ped to respond to the demands of their conditions 

of existence,..men must be ceaselessly transformed 

So as to adapt them to these conditions: a teat nas 

adaptation can not be left to spontaneity but must 

be constantly assumed, dominated and controlled, { 

it is in ideology that this demand is expressed... i 

In the first part of the present chapter, we showed, in rough 

outline, that the transcendental probiem is historical and soluble 
when the external oppression of individuals is seen as the alienated 
product of their own activities as a class, We conclude this 


chapter with a resume of this position, 


The dimension Marx opens up for analysis is the subconscious, 


16 


_ &. F,. Schumacher, Small is Beautiful A Study of Economics 
s.if Peonle Mattered (London: Sphere Books, 1973 Schumacher), 5 es 
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portraying it as arn alienated social dimension, The laws of commodity » 
production terminate in a decline of individual reason and freedom, in 
the classical and the Cartesian sense, as the commodity worid grows, 
Marx shows the social base behind the personal identities of 
atomistic individuals who have been labelled losers, individuals will 
never be seen as inherently valuable, nor a world of victims and 
losers ended, as long as social men are judged, within the atomistic 
perspective of a social system of commodity Productions according to 
individual commodity Dosceeeion Once the identity of individuals 
is seen as deriving, at least in part, from the process laws of 
society, individual identity can not be restored by the action of a 
solitary individual, An identity deriving from society can only be 
changed by social change, Social change can only occur as an action of 
society as a whole, But isolated men do not yet have a society, 
They must create it and, at the same time, 2 new, social, identity, 
What does it mean for individuals to collectively create a social 
identity? The key is that society is for the first time consciously 
created, which presupposes the fulfillment of a need, The need is to 
Overcome the basic sense of loneliness and isolation surrounding an 
individual in his social environment even though rich beyond the dreams 
of all previous history, Thus the need is for community, The logic for 


achieving it, as we showed in Marcuse's observations on the 1844 


Manuscripts, is dialectics, 
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Althusser's theory sew: be seen as an attempt to appeal to 
unimpeachable findings of a science of history capable of justifying 
the inevitability and necessity of specific party activities, The 
central notion of Overdetermination arase Be Althusser's attempt 
to provide a scientific rather than merely political justification for 
the Russian Revolution and for Stalin's ensuing crimes, Inevitably, 
after investigation, the various tools and categories of Althusser's 
science prove to be excessively metaphysical, incapable of scientific 
application, 

If there has been any positive achievement from Althusser's 
lengthy theoretical project, it will be his unremitting attack on all 
positivistic thecries that fail to take into account the fact of their 
each and own prior conditions of possibility and how these affect their 
directions of endeavor, However, this achievement can only be achieved 
and recognized full when it is wrested from the metaphysics of total 
determinism and becomes useful, instead of the sophisticated tool for 
manipulation that in Althusser's hands it becomes, 

Althusser's solution to the proclem of his own subconsciousness, 
from his own posing of the question, is left to depend on faith. | The 
alleged sclentificity of science and theoretical practice as its own 


criterion is nothing more nor less than recourse to non-criteria, 


Similarly, Paracelsus thought himself justified to burn the writings of 
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Galen because he had convinced himself that he'd found the philosopher's 
stone. Nonetheless he died prematurely, at the age ef 48, his elixir 
vitae Serato to save him from a horrible fate, | 

Althusser's attempted specification of the superstructure left out 
altogether the base and, in effect, collapsed Marxism into the super- 
structure, and into domination as inevitable aid inescapable, In the 
presence of a party apparatus and the ideology it produces, total sub- 
servience to history becomes total subservience to its historical 
organ--the party, Althusser offers intellectuality without honouring 
intelligence, spontaneity without freedom, and socialism without 
creativity. What he does do is preduce fetishized concepts that tend 
strongly to legitinate stable forms of domination, 

in conclusion, we list some premisses, governing the future social 
change, that have emerged from our argument, 


1. The logie of human widerstanding must be adequate to the 
laws of motion of reality for reality to be governed by human will, 


2. The great unknown reality today is human society, people 
living together, the human social substance, 


3. Because man understands through practice, by doing, to the 
extent that social reality is not consciously and collectively governed 
through social practice, social reality is not understood nor the 


human social substance yet affirmed, 


4, How can man consciously live in society yet not understand 
or govern society (rather than men governing individuals): -- except 
that man's logic is atomistic rather than adequate to the ongoing 
social logic of reality. 


5. To the extent that social reality operates ‘behind the 
backs' of ‘atomistic’ individuals who are dependent upon society, it 
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is a force and a power unmastered and, we add, large forces unconsciously 
set in motion and undirected can be suicidal for those who unleashed it, 


6, For man consciously to wield a larger power requires 2 
growth in man's power, bringing his logic in lire to the higher social 
logic 6 

7. For man consciously to wield the pewer to contrsl his 
social existence as an evolution of liberty, rather than as totalit- 
arian control of all members of society adolishing all liberty, this 
Social practice: a) must be in response to a vital need; b) the fulfili- 
ment of this vital need must require the constant exercise of freedom, 


8, To direct society is to consciously make social existence, 
For this construction to be positive rather than the dissolution of 
soclety, it requires making a "social" existence, i.e, fulfillment of 
the need for community as the new task for freedon, 


He 


9. For man. to make society is ultimately to make himself 41 
society, to make what was a heretofore unconscious communal existence 
into a forn fulfilling the need for community, It is for a person to 
make of himself a communal being, 


10. For this new practice to be an evolution of liberty, the 
transition from one practice to another must be a growth from the 
Seeds of liberty inherent in existing logically atomistic ways of 
being, doing, and knowing, 

. as al n 4 o 

2. (aback BEAG.| “b. Conn Bd teed" ComOM CS) oats nts 

Logic and Need‘ when, like the sailors of the 
flat world, their practical thought and activity carries them in 2 
circle back to thenselves, their point of departure, 

12, The second last step in a circle of Cartesian steps, 
linking a.) the Oppression against oneself, and b.) the cause of 
one's oppression both to oneself, is one's class membership, heretofore 
one's unconscious social existence, Marx's discovery: the proletariat 
is in both the base and the superstructure, in the old Cartesian 
consciousness as individuals and in the subconscious base as a class, 
In the period of class unconsciousness, one's class activity propels the 
structural laws upon which society turns, Once this is seen, then 
humanity is ina position to consciously direct the heretofore hidden 
laws of social evolution, To do so, it must. abolish oppression and 
itself as a class, It will do so, and freely make society, by 
wielding consciously the dialectical logic that had previously governed 
the unconscious evolution of society, 


In a further study, I hope to more precisely spell the connection 


between Cartesian forces and dialectical social forces as outlined in 


Marx's analysis of capitalism, 
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